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1 Lucinda White moved to Tennessee when she was 60 years old with two orphaned
grandsons, Thomas and Willis, 8 and 9 years of age respectively. She was quite poor
and a widow. Her grandsonf6s called her 0

1 Granny and the two grandsons traveled three miles a day and walked the 800 to 900
miles through Indian territory and the rugged Carolina mountains.

f Granny White Road was the first road going south from Nashville and was originally
| aid out by those -dhehbuffaloesa The pike was builténri@p3. ne er
The road was named in honor of the noble woman who late in life moved to a new
home in Tennessee and prospered as an ikeeper. The inn was famous for its food,
brandy, and comfortable beds,.

1 The inn was half rotted by the time of the Battle of Nashville. Everett Beasley acquired
the lands in 1930, and in 1942 replicated the
log tavern at the same location. After 30 years
the | ogs began to sa
had. One hundred and sixtyfive years after he
death the property was developed into 43 res
dences called the Inns of Granny White, lo-
cated just North of Otter Creek Road. Her
fenced grave site is at the entrance.
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ol nn Keeper Granny White Became

By: T. VANCE LITTLE

Newcomers to Whiteds Tavern, on wt
Brentwood often othe Middle Roadd frc
have theircurios- Frankl in in the earl.y
ity piqued by the was said to be the best one between

| street called Louisville and New Orleans. It was a

|0 Gr anny WHavorite stopover for those traveling

Pi keo. T Isauth outof Nashville.

wonder at local One oft-time guest of Granny White

|| provinciality. was Thomas Hart Benton. He lived in

| They should have  Williamson County, but his law practice

i lived here when and association with Andrew Jackson

| Church Street East and other political big wigs frequently

o was called took him to Nashville. On his way to

OHar ds cuf fahdérom he would stop at Granny
Roadd6é, all the way Whi EedmonTOswar i &red pe
Granny White really was a person, and  pitality.

she did live on Granny White Pike. Benton got into a spat with Andrew

There is a lot that we know about her, Jackson, which is another story, as a re-
and a | ot that we dsulhd whickhe fvT,ennessed fors o me -
ti mes we candt t el | grdeieepasiure$ if Migs@un. e found
Granny White ran an inn, called Granny them. He was elected to the US Senate
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facing hillsides so steep that she had to
prop up her pumpkins to keep them from
rolling to the bottom. Through industry,
diligence, and perseverance she built a
home on one of the steep hillsides, in
which she kept a tavern. He told of how
successful she became in the accumula-
tion of property and worldly goods. And
on and on and on.

All of this probably greatly exaggerated
speech went into the Congressional Reg-
ister, and Granny White became a na-
tional celebrity.

So when you travel the Granny White
Pike, slow up at the point where the val-
ley narrows at the Inns of Granny White.
You just might see the ghost of Granny

from Missouri and had one of the long-
est tenures in that body of any Ameri-
can Senator. He was most influential : _
and one of the foremost political fig- ~ White hovering over her grave on the
ures in American from 1825 to 1850.  hillside there and watch out for the

In a speech before the Senate, Thomas pumpkins.

Hart Benton was pushing for legislation
to give land to settlers to promote the
settlement of Western lands. He used
as an example of one deserving settler,
his old buddy Granny White from back
in Tennessee. He told of how she and
two orphaned grandchildren and an old
slave had come across mountains from
North Carolina to Tennessee seeking a
home.

Benton went on to tell how some

kindly benefactor gave Granny White
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