
¶ Lucinda White moved to Tennessee when she was 60 years old with two orphaned 

grandsons, Thomas and Willis, 8 and 9 years of age respectively.  She was quite poor 

and a widow.  Her grandsonõs called her òGrannyó and soon others did too. 

 

¶ Granny and the two grandsons traveled three miles a day and walked the 800 to 900 

miles through Indian territory and the rugged Carolina mountains. 

 

¶ Granny White Road was the first road going south from Nashville and was originally 

laid out by those ònatural civil engineersó - the buffaloes.  The pike was built in 1853.  

The road was named in honor of the noble woman who late in life moved to a new 

home in Tennessee and prospered as an inn-keeper.  The inn was famous for its food, 

brandy, and comfortable beds,. 

 

¶ The inn was half rotted by the time of the Battle of Nashville. Everett Beasley acquired 

the lands in 1930, and in 1942 replicated the 

log tavern at the same location. After 30 years 

the logs began to sag just as Grannyõs originals 

had. One hundred and sixty-five years after her 

death the property was developed into 43 resi-

dences called the Inns of Granny White, lo-

cated just North of Otter Creek Road. Her 

fenced grave site is at the entrance. 
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Newcomers to 

Brentwood often 

have their curios-

ity piqued by the 

street called 

òGranny White 

Pikeó.  They must 

wonder at local 

provinciality.  

They should have 

lived here when 

Church Street East 

was called 

òHardscuffle 

Roadó, all the way to Edmondson Pike. 

Granny White really was a person, and 

she did live on Granny White Pike.  

There is a lot that we know about her, 

and a lot that we donõt know, and some-

times we canõt tell the difference. 

Granny White ran an inn, called Granny 
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òInn Keeper Granny White Became a National Celebrityó 

                                               BY :  T . VANCE  L ITTLE  

Whiteõs Tavern, on what was called 

òthe Middle Roadó from Nashville to 

Franklin in the early 1800õs.  Her inn 

was said to be the best one between 

Louisville and New Orleans.  It was a 

favorite stop-over for those traveling 

south out of Nashville. 

One oft-time guest of Granny White 

was Thomas Hart Benton.  He lived in 

Williamson County, but his law practice 

and association with Andrew Jackson 

and other political big wigs frequently 

took him to Nashville.  On his way to 

and from he would stop at Granny 

Whiteõs Tavern and partake of her hos-

pitality.  

Benton got into a spat with Andrew 

Jackson, which is another story, as a re-

sult of which he left Tennessee for 

greener pastures in Missouri.  He found 

them.  He was elected to the US Senate 
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from Missouri and had one of the long-

est tenures in that body of any Ameri-

can Senator.  He was most influential 

and one of the foremost political fig-

ures in American from 1825 to 1850. 

In a speech before the Senate, Thomas 

Hart Benton was pushing for legislation 

to give land to settlers to promote the 

settlement of Western lands.  He used 

as an example of one deserving settler, 

his old buddy Granny White from back 

in Tennessee.  He told of how she and 

two orphaned grandchildren and an old 

slave had come across mountains from 

North Carolina to Tennessee seeking a 

home. 

Benton went on to tell how some 

kindly benefactor gave Granny White 

facing hillsides so steep that she had to 

prop up her pumpkins to keep them from 

rolling to the bottom.  Through industry, 

diligence, and perseverance she built a 

home on one of the steep hillsides, in 

which she kept a tavern.  He told of how 

successful she became in the accumula-

tion of property and worldly goods.  And 

on and on and on. 

All of this probably greatly exaggerated 

speech went into the Congressional Reg-

ister, and Granny White became a na-

tional celebrity. 

So when you travel the Granny White 

Pike, slow up at the point where the val-

ley narrows at the Inns of Granny White.  

You just might see the ghost of Granny 

White hovering over her grave on the 

hillside there and watch out for the 

pumpkins. 
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            To join the Brentwood Historic Society or renew your membership, please complete the followin g: 

  

            Membership Levels-tax deductible 

 

___Individual                        $  15 

___Family                        25 

___Contributing                       50 

___Corporate/Benefactor            100+ 

  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Name     Address/Zip Code 

  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone     Email Address 

  

Detach this form and send, along with your check payable to: 

      

Brentwood Historic Society;  Attention:  Linda Lynch; City of Brentwood, P.O. Box 788; Brentwood,  

TN  37024-0788 

 

 For more information: www.brentwood-tn.org/aboutus/history  or Linda Lynch, City of Brentwood, 371-0060 

  

The Brentwood Historic Society is a citizen organization supporting the Brentwood Historic  Commission,  

the Boiling Spring Academy School Program, and dedicated to the study and preservation of Brentwoodõs 

history and culture. 

Williamson County Elementary School Students enjoying  òA Day in 1845ó at Boiling Spring Academy 
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