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STARTLI~IG REMINSCENCES OF 100 YEARS AGO

. M~jor McEwer. was born in Kentucky in 1794) he moved to

his present home when it was a few years old. His uncle,
I

John Brown) lived at the fort in Nashville) and in 1795 a

couple of friends Tinnon (Ten in) and Graham (Grimes) of North

. Carolina) visited Nashville to locate some land grants they

owned near Thompson's Station. They went but they did not

return. Their friends started after them. They followed

the middle Indian trail. When they got to the gap near a

noted persimmon tree) they found where the "Brown's bear dog

had jumped a bear) and saw where hunters had pursued it.

The bear tracks led over the hilis. They tracked after it

for three miles. Then the men killed the bear.

A short distance further they came to a horrible

sight. All three men were scalped. The dog was guarding

r~s master. Graham was dead. Brown had a broken thigh and

had gotten twenty yards away before he was tomahawked.

Tinnon) gave no signs of having fought hard. The guns were

found nearb~ almost bent at a right angle.

,These were the last men killed by Indians in this area.

I
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GEORGE ~1.~YFIELD-INDIAN CAPTIVE AND INDIAN FIGHTER

George ~layfield was born in 1780. During the autumn

of 1788 his father and brother and himself were attacked by

twelve Creek warriors while they were building wolf pens. His

father and brother were }~illed. George was captured and taken

back to the village in Alabama. He could not see his family

for twelve years. During that period of time, he lear~ed the

v!ays of the Creek people.

Finally they let him hunt alone, but he immediately

escaped..

After his father died, his mother remarried in 1793 to

John Gibson.

George t1ayfield was a spy and interpreter under General

Andrew Jackson in 1812.

George married Elizabeth (last name unkno\vn) and married

Ann (last name unknown also) secondly. He had t\vO sons (maybe

three). Southerlin Shannon r1ayfield became a doctor and is

buried in the Old Mayfield Cemetery. George Andrew Jackson

Mayfield practiced medicine from 1852 till 1864 in l~a,;3hville

and died in the hospital service of General Thomas' United

States Forces.

George Mayfield's father blazed the first path into this

area.

George died in l1ississippi in 1848..

l "C" -
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i,1AYFIELD ST.n.TIOl'T

~ ,:0".,.-9-' .. . ,,=-~._-~~ . --." '".
.~~.,;..~-- 'I .-,;~-,., ,~.;::--:~-;, " ;"

.~~~ ~c",.;it., .'" " -.:-- ,~-~ c"~,.. ~ ~.,...r...,~.~'
~-,~. .a!._'.l-'~~r ~"".I;""';';. . ;'. . fC- '!~~ . r-_' .
.' ;"

~1onday, May la, 1784, the North Carolina House or

Representatives granted 640 acres of land in Davidson County,

North Carolina to officers and soldiers of the Continental
, -

Life. James Mayfield received some land for serving as a

guard at the Cumberland Settlement. ~~hen he received the

grant, they stated that it would always remain in the t1a~'-

field Family (with no charges except office fees) unless

they sold it.

James ~layfield's grant was located in an area east of

Wilson Pike and north of Concord Road in present t~illiamson

County. It lay on both sides of a buffalo run anc an Indian

trail which forked at the head of a branch of the west fork

of Mill C:=eek.

}l.tter James Mayfield died, his son Micajah gave the

power of the land to his brother Isaac. Tsaac moved to

l ~~:'
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Brentwood to claim his land with his cousins James and John

and their father Southerlin.

They all \vorked hard at building a t~lO room log cabin.
with a dog-trot between. Rifle port holes \vere notched in the

logs around the outside walls. Split logs or planks were placed

on the roof and he~d in place by long poles. On the end of

the cabin was a stone chimney.

Their land was on a bluff overlooki~g the spring from

which flo\ved a branch of the ~vest fork of Mill Creek (j ust

north of the present Frost Home). Here the Mayfield's built

a sturdy log fort.

i1ayfield Station was used as a trading post. The

fort was used by all surrounding families for protection

during the threat of Indian attacks.

John Frost bought some of the t1ayfield's land on June

f 24, 1819. It is believed that the Frost's lived in the fort

until their house was completed.

Southerlin t:layfield' s son George, who came ~li~h them

was too young to help work because he ~vas only four. One

autumn evening in 1788, George,just getting old enough to work,

and his older brother, father, and neighbor, Mr. Jocelyn,

were setting and baiting wolf pens at a considerable distance

from the fort. The thought of Indians attacking was ?robably
,

forgotten because ~~ey were in a hurry to complete their work.

The guard had left his post, probably to help T"ith the hea~f

\'lork. Southerlin sent the O'uard and one .son after 100's near
~ ..

\vhere the rifles were oroDoed.- - ..

=="- -- ~., ~--~.~ ~~-~-_.,-,'.-,"~
'C
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~. Waiting for just that kind of °9Portunity, ten to

twelve Creek braves, who had been {lidding in the cane o;-!atch-

ing, quietly slipped up and fired. The older broth~r and

the guard both sunk to the ground dead, and vlere immediately

pounced on and scal?ed in full vie~v of the others. Souther-

lin Mayfield was \vounded and found dead in the morning.

- i"lr. Jocelyn outran them to the fort. George was caught

and was kept prisioner for twelve years by the Creeks in

northern Alabama.

One day while hunting, George escaped back to his

family. He found his brothers John and James and sister

t1ary had settled at Mayfield Station on Old Smyrna Road.

The Indian days are over. We nOyl leave the ?-1a}'field
, .

Station that was thought to have been the first permanent

habitation built by white man in this area. The remai~5

of Mayfield Station and its- land is no\v owned by the Frosts.

There have been many changes from those days.

The logs from the two room log house \-lere used in the

construction of one of the out buildings of the Frost. The

Frost's shed was once the ~layfield's smokehouse. The fort

was moved, from its original site bl' the stream, up the
.

hill by Old Smyrna Road. The remains of the fort in its

present site shares a big three room barn tNith the Frost's

pig named ItPorky".

~row the present is ours \~e still ha~le a lot to dis-

cover. t~e \'lill no\v \.,ait to see v!hat the future holds for
.

~1ayfield Station.

I !:~~::-.., .,;;,\,..!
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Several forts surrounded the French lick on both sides of the Cumber-

land ~iver with the southernmost being nofarthar than four miles south of

the Nashborough Fort.
. Souther1in M-3yfie1d, according to available documents, was the first

~/hita settler to begin improvements on his grant, part of \'Ihich was

located within th'e prese'nt boundaries of Williamson County. He was the
. .

assignee of ' Robert Morrison and Stephen Copeland, both privates in the

. 'Continental line.. the grants for 640 acres each encompassed a rectanqu-

1ar tract of,1and lyin~ e~st of the head of Hurricane Creek crossing the

'~..:. Indian Camp Creek and ~'unning north crossing the east fork of the Mill

~:, Creek; thence the lihe ran westerly crossing Mill Creek.*15

Southerlin Hayfic1d in Ju,ly, 1786, began working on the construction
, . ,

---;'.' of a fort "which was built near an old Indian vi11age*16 on the head of
\

,

the west fork of Mill Creek four miles above its junction with th~ east

*17
fork.

" 'On July 31, 1786, Souther1in Mayfield entered into an agreement with

",,;~: one John Campbell to move si\id 'Campbell's .fami ly into Hayfield's Fort in
, ,

November of the same year to help with sdditioha1 construction and the de-

fense thereof, to raise n crop and to remain at the fort for one year.

Campbell was to receive 200 acres of land for this sarvice.*18

The fort constr:lcted and im~rovorT1ent being carried on, Hayfield's

brothers-in-law, John Brown and Johrl Hagg'ard h~lped with the work.

Several buildings were raised.

*15 tlorth Carolina Military Warrants 641 and 783 and land Grants 242 and
103 respectively; North Carolina State Archives.

*16 Jones in Ex 10rations of Abori ina1 Remains in Tenn. states that a
sculpture po ishc stone cffigy was found at t e t1ayfie1d Station.
Indian site and was kept at Boyd's Tavern in Nashville for years.

*17 Ejo~eers of Nas~~!lle. Tenn. by May, pp. 146 and .B!!na1s of Tennessec,
by Ramsey, pD. tt8~.

*18 Court of Di\v;dson County, N.C. Article of Agreement, July 31.,1-786 1/190.
'. " I.i:,:i..,."',:,:,~:..\:",,.:;!'~",' ,i

l
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The year 1788 came and with it death and destruction as the Indians

stepped up their onslaught against the isolated forts. Nineteen whit~s

. had been killed by october.*19

Caution was the watch word everywhere, but tragedy was soon to strike

again.
Southerlin Mayfield had retained a soldier to serve as "look-out" at

the station, and a Mr. Jocelyn was helping with the work at the station.

On that tragic day in 1788, Mayfield and two sons and Mr. Jocelyn were

building and baiting wolf pens c1t a considerable distance from the fort.

As the sun sank lower toward evening, the anxiety of impending Indian attack

i1')r.ffi~ was probably forgotten for a while as the fellows hastened to finish the

T~ i pens before deak. The men had propped their rifles nearby. Something

:f,:f.~ caused the guard to leave his lookout ,forI a while. He walked down to the
"

working group probably to lend a hand \~ith a heavy task. Souther1in sent

f\i'J him and one son after logs or posts near where the.rif1es were propped,.

Waiting for just this opportunity, ten to twelve Creek braves who had

been hidden in the cane watching the men. at work, quietly slipped between

the men and their weapons. A few of the braves lay down behind a log. As

the guard and young Mayfield approached, the Indians sprang up from behind

the log and fired. The guard and boy slumped to the ground dead and were

inmediately pounced on and scalned in full 'i;ew of Souther1in Hayfield, his

son George. and Mr. Jocelyn. t~ayfield and Jocelyn sprang for their rifles

but Mayfield was mortally wounded imffi~diatel'y, and Hr. Jocelyn (afterwards

a colonel in the militia) outran his assailants. George Hayfield was taken

captive and was eventually taken to the Creek nation and held captive there

for twelve years. .

--

*~o~ ~torY of ,Mi9g1e :cnn~~, by "Jt.nam, p. 291-294.

0 -, ---= . --~-- ;--:="~ ""'"'" "-'-'." " ---
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The Creeks, satisfied with:'the captured rifles and boy. did not
, .

attack the fo'rt where the women and children were but retreated with

their booty~
. Darkness had come and the survivors huddled in the fort on guard

through thG night praying for their menfolk to appear. Mr. Jocelyn

finally came in but by daybreak r1ayfie1d had not appeared. Cautiously

a few survivors slipped out of the fort and went to the wolf pens. There

they found the bloody bodies of the boy and guard and a little way off

they found Southerlin Mayfield who .had also die'd from his wounds in the

night.
..: Southerlin Mayfield's wi dow Margaret and orphans and the few who

.. , were 1 i vi.ng at the fort abandoned i t and moved to Rains' Fort closer

.' *20
to Nashborough. .. . ... ,\

. ..'An inventory of Souther1in Mayfield's estate was recorded in David-

... son C.oun.ty, tlorth Caro.lina, showing his wife Margaret, ackninistratrix.

The inventory included livestock, household goods, farm tools, rifle guns,

and brass skillet with a total value of twenty-three pounds eleven
. *21 .

shilllngs. ,:;

Just prior to 1780 James MayfiGld, the father of Southerlin;left

Jefferson County, Virginia, *22 with his son Isaac and traveTed to the

French lick settlement.

They probably settTed at the Eaton's Fort on the CumberTand River,

for it was near this fort James Mayfield was ambushed and killed by Indians

\ . ~

*20 ~istorv of Middle Tenn., Putnam, ~P. 295-296, 339; Annals of Tenn.,
Hamscy, pp.4B2-483; Pioneers of Nashville, May, Pp. 146-147. ~

*21 Davidson County Court Proceedings, Apr1l 1789, April 1790.
*22 t1ayfield Historical Notes, Virginia State Archives, Richmond, Va.;

GRA.

...



~ -- ,~z

~ ~ ,I 24 . ,

'in--1780.*23 In addition to his sons Isaac and Southerlin, he was sur":'

vived by his wife and sons ~1icajah, Alijah and Elisha, and at least two

daughters, on~ of whom had married John Brown and the other married John

Haggard.

On r10nday May 10,1784, the: North Carolina House of 'Representatives

granted 640 acres of land in Davidson County, North Carolina, to officers

and sold~ers ~f the Continental Life with the following additional stipu-

lation: "and the contnittee'are further of opinion that the heirs and

devi sees of. ,-: . .J ames r1ayfi e 1 d. . . . (and others) who were ki 11 ed in the

settlement and defense of the said county of Davidson, receive grants for

the same number of acres in the same manner, and on the same tenns and

conditions as the former.,.~,~ ,also to~... Isaac Mayfield {and others) ',:

(who might have) arri,ved at the Cumberland settlement after the

I ":," time prescribed by the law for obtaining pre-emptions expired {or

where)..,.,~ before the expiration of the time under age (but) .
,

~{:j~ continued there ever s~nce their arrival and assisted in defending the

) country. it is the opinion of the committee that they also receive free

grants of the same number of acres as those mentioned above and be allowed

the liberty of laying them wherever they can find vacant lands and at

entering them with the entry officer at Davidson County on payinq the usual

ffi f ,,*24 '
0 ce ees..t, :

I

James Mayfiel.d's grant was located in present Williamson County

in an area east of the Wilson Pike and north of the Concord Road. It lay
, : Ion both sides of a buffalo ru" and Indian trail which forked at the head of '

. , ' ,

, .

;:~~~

*23. Annals of Tennessee. Ramsey; Early Times jnTen~~sse~, Carr.
*24 N9rth C~~olinaActs-, Vol. 24, 'p, 629', tJorth Carolina Archives.

'. I

. , I
I
I
t i. ,.. ~ t "
t I
)
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*25a branch of the west fork of r.1i 11 Creek.. The trai 1 forks meandered

southeast and southwest from thc fork and these defiles can be easily

seen today from Old Smyrna Road.

After the death of James Mayfield, his son Micajah, who had stayed

in Jefferson County, Virginia, with the rest of the family, gave Isaac

his power of attorney to recover any of his father's land which might

by law fall to the sur~iving coojldren.*26 (According to r~ayfield family

history, Isaac was also killed by Indians shortly thereafter.) It

appears from available deeds that Micajah then inherited the land grant

of his father and by deed*27 conveyed ownership in 380 acres of property

to John, James, and George Mayfield and brothers-in-law John Champ and

Rober~ Sconce. By the before mentioned power of attorney, Isaac was to

have 100 acres of the grant. .\

On this land, on a bluff overlooking the spring from which flowed

a branch of the west fork of Mill Creek (just north of the present old

Frost home), the Mayfie1ds built a sturdy log fort.

Large trees were cut and squared by adze and the logs were used to

build a double log cabin with dog trot between. Rifle port holes were

notched in the logs around the outside walls. Split logs or planks

were placed on the roof and held in place by long poles. Probably

puncheon floors were used within the structure, and a stone chimney

was built on the end of the cabin.

A partial palisade of locust loqs rinqed the fortified 'house and
.1

1 other buildings at the station. From evidence at the site, the author
I

.
i

i
*25 Boundary details given in Land Grant, N., C. Military Grants; GRA.
*26 Letter of Attorney, Jefferson Co., Va. Oct. 5,1874, Virginia

State Archives.
*27 Deed Book, A2, pp. 410, 448, Williamson County, Tennessee

...
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believes a shed and a smokehouse or granary existed at the fort also,

along wi th a small corral for 1 i ves tock..
. Families from all the s4,rrounding area sought protection at the

Mayfield Station during the threat of Indian attacks. It is believed

the fort was so strong as to discourage any major attack upon it. Except

for local tradition, the author finds no documentary evidence of any

attacks being made there.

It was probably i,n the fort that John Frost lived while he built

his large brick ho~ within a few yards of it in the early 1800's.

The double log cabin fort was dismantled and most of the logs, being

ve~ sound, were used in the construction of other needed buildings at

the completion of the Frost home.
\- .

Most of the logs went into the construction of a barn just east of

the Frost house, and with the logs being notched for the original construc-

tion, they had to be raised almost identical with its original shape.

The old log barn was, therefore, a remarkable facsimile of the original

fort structure. The log barn is now covered with weather-boarding, but

the fort construction can be easily seen from inside. This was probably

the earliest permanent fort structure within the present Williamson County

boundaries. I

John and Rhoda Miles Frost came from Newberry, South Carolina, ca.
!

1808-1810 a~d ~ought land on the Mayfield gra~t and built their large ~. . . I

i
.brick home on the indian trail overlooking the srring beside the Mayfield I.
I

Fort. 1

!
John Frost served as a Captain of the 44th Regiment of Tennessee :

,during the ~lar of 181.2 and was presented'a citation by Governor Joseph
*28 I

McMinn in 1815 for his service. i

...

*28 1812 Service Citations. Tennes!':.:e Executive fi1e..GRA.
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O~, Nat~an II; Pvt. Co. p. I. Hegt. Tenn., Inf.'
States Army;. B. °9t~ 15, 1844; D. llpri1 10,. ' . '

. . MlJ.YBERRY CEMETERY '

Location: .lOth District;' farm of Fulton Greer3, miles south of Franklin. " Buried' in UDInarked

Information by: Mrs~ Joe Bowman.
. '.

M11YBERRY, l.mericus; B,. --.2. Grandf,ather of Mrs,. J. 1'1. Greer;D. Nov. --, 18~~. . .

. '. .

, MlJ.YFIELD CEl.fETERYLocation: . 15th District; in a field east of the Wilson Pike ."

and north of Old Sroyrna Road .on the Potter place. Tallmonument can .be seen from ~li1son Pike. .

Information by: ~rs.o Mary Sneed Jones and Jean Noble. , o.
. "'. . .

ClMERE;N, Elizabeth. )illn; wife 'of D. Ccimeren; ;B. --; D'~
18Lf.5. ',. . . .:.

Cl..RM!lC, D. W.; B. June 2Lf.,.:.1831;. D. Dec. 23, .1879. .
M1~IELD, .J. H.; :'B. Oct. 9, "1860; D. May 7, 1881.

n. , Nancy f~; B. Dec. 19, 1820; ,~. Sep~. 30, 1832.
II , Dr. S. S.; B. Dec. 17, 180Lf.; D. Dec.. 13" 1879. -.
II , Sarah; Wife of Dr. S. S. Mayfield; B. Oct. 3, 1805;

D. --. :
II , Sbarmon; So~:..of J. H~ Mayfield; B. !..ug. 17, 1853; ;"

D. ~~~ON,_..Sutherlin; B. Nov. 6, 1810; D. Nov. 12, ,\

. . 'McC!~L CEMETERY .Location: 22nd. District-Choctaw Community. ' ",

Information by: Mrs. Joe Trice and. Mrs.. Clyde Lynch.

BEECH, Donald E.; B."--; D. 1951. .
BIGGER,; John H.;;B. Mar.. 28, 1826; Do July 14:,1900.

'I, .., . Martha 1\..; Wife of John H. Bigger; B. li.ug. 29,
- .." D. July 19,1877.

II " l-1ary J.; Wife of Junior Bigger; B,. 'May 22,
0 D.: May. 21, 189Lf.. . . .

'.BIGGERS, Delbert li..; B. May ~l, 1906; D. .Jan. 15, 1965;
. T.E.C. Port County., T.C.. World War I.

II , Emmitt H.; B. li.ug. 24,. 186.9; D. May 20, 1959..
" , O11a .McCall; B. ,1874-; D. 19~. ' .

_" , O11a 0.; B. Mar. 2q, 1~74; D. J.')r1. 25, 1957. .
CHILDRED, Ella McCall; B. June 7, 1894; D. 'Sept. 21, 1912.
CRllli'TON, J. C.; B. July 27, .l8Lf.3i D. Dec. 5, 1910. .

'I' , Keathley B.; S.on of R. ::>. ilnd M. M. Crafton;
B. April18, 1911; D. Juno 11). 1911. : ':

II , Mf\ry E1izllboi~h;, B. Fub. 14, lt539; D~ J~pr11. ~8., ~9191 7[
II J J~l~ttju I~, i Wj.l'u of Q. 11, (1~tilt'1;()n~ 1i, :,tltI1;. II), 1(1301"t

P. OLlt.. ~~, l')ll'.J, '
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May, Fred0rick to Sicily Williams Oct. 22 Bd:.:-:-R.L SeunaeFs

~~ay, If'rederick to J::.uniae Coc~an Dec. 22, 1840 Bd:.:NathBilcW.
GoG'Chr an .

:1. May, John A. (X) to MClry Jane 'JVarren Oct. 26, 1849 by G. V1.
. Rolland J.P. Bd: Oscar Reoams

Mayberry, Amoricus C. to ElizaQeth M. Dodson Feb. 25, 1847
3S. Bd: Ferdinand B. Russell (Bond only)

Mayberry, David to Sua an L. Joice May 13,1847 by Nathan
)Y . Lyon, Minst. Bd: James Hughes

. °

Mayberry, George 1:11". to Lucy Orton I):)c. 4, 1827 Bd: Page Bond

r~3yberry, Henry G. to tdelicia Swanson Mey 4, 1843 by Hcnry
" B. North, M.G. Bd: J. A. (John) Willcins
\ '. .

Me:berry, Henry G. \'V. to Sophronia Hunter J~n. 11, 1849 by
~.1. L. Andrews, M.G. Bd: John H. Morton

r

Mayfield, Ambrose to Nancy Brooks Dec. 24, 1822 by George
Tilman, J.P. Bd: Cyres Montgomery

, .

Mayfield, Elijah to Amelia Gillaspie Dec. ls,i8l6 Bd:Samfl
Br90ks \.

1 1\1. Mayfield, Elias to Jenny Fleming Sept. 7, 1811 Bd:.Tames Boyd

b Mayfield, Isaac Newton to Louisa Spencer Feb. 8, 1832 by
Y Wm. Allison, J.P. Bd: Wm. C. Nunn

-2 Mayfield, James to Sally Feb. 1, 1808 Bd: Geo. Gentry

Gooch Mar. 24, 1831 Bd: Honry Wyme

'0 Mayfield, John to Nancy Carle Oct. 11, 1821 Bd: Thos. T.

Harper

. 1844 by

Mayfield, Sutherlro1d to Sally Parks Feb. 2, 1813 Bd: Reuben
Parks Vii t: Vim. P. Harri son . . .

Maryfeld (or },1erryfield) Thomas to ~1ir-'3h Leahorn Aug. 23,
1806 Bd: Jonas Hunter \Jit: R. P. Currin

II1ay1'ield, Thomas S. to Lucy Ann Reams Nov.' 18, 1834 Bd:
Thos. ..i. Sconce .



7
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Mayfield, ~Tho~las S.' to 1\1ertha

Ccrpenter Bd: ~stin

Idoyhew, Carroll C. to p~ lil"le C. Comer 1848
- ','!illiam J. 'V'Jalker (Bond elone)

, '
Mays, Gardner to Polly Lemons l~ay 23,,1827 'Bd:Reuben

Mays, 1633

1l1ays, Reuben to nebecca Dancy Jan. 21,

JAeacheam, Elisha to ~lizabeth Jones Aug. 31, 1843 by J. J.
, Bingham, ~.P. Bd: Charles o. Jones

Meacham, Green to Elizabeth Bingham ~Aay 30, 1850 by Jns.

Ed: James lIIeacham , . .' ' '

(signed Meacheam) James to Rosanna Cov~en
1'830 by Joseph C,e.r~ Bd: Jonatl"lsn Carl

" . -
l-Ieacham, JIIlatthew to Mary Ann Cowan Dec. 14, 1837

lI'Ie adon,

lAe~dor, VIm. to Priscy 3, 1829

1JIeadow, P.nderson Esi{.:.,ned .:'.ndl"ew ,(X)) to Mary Williams Apr,~
30, 1821 Bd: Joseph Meadow :

~~eadows, Anderson (signed A.(X}).to ElizaQetb
1822 Bd: John Gracy

Meadov/s, Ja~es \~j. to ~liza W. Alexander Jan.
'Shannon, J.P. Bd: Ennis H. Duffee

'1.. Meadow, Jasper N., ( s;i;gned 1.ieador) to Mary
7, 1836 by James -ii. Rea, M.G. Bd:

~Ieado~vs, Samuel (X) to Mary F. Sadler, Sept. 27, 1843 by J.:
J. Bingham, J.P. Bd: Francis W. Byers:

1I1eadov/s, ~pearman to Sarah Gunter' Mar.
Stone, J.P. Bd: IiI. B. .Gar.ter.

Meadow, Wm. to Margaret ';'lilliam's Feb. 6, 1819

. 11eado'lvs, Wm. D. to ~lizabeth A. Harris

. eph 'Carle

Meairs(Mars) John to Na~cy Germain Oct.

'"



- c c {'O2-v71~ ~,..)lhl1"~ b7 /cz.-.,:.t::t.- t7hcL. ~"-..sft'r,'b4 ~

e t'1A YF'IELD b1 7, t/, C, '

To the Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court of Pleas and Appeals .

of the fourth judicial Circuit inChancery siting in the State of Tennessee--

Your orator William Haggart of the County of Stuart and State afore-~ said complainant, respectfully sheweth to your Honors that on the 28th '

day of February 1786 one Southerland Mayfield executed his hand in

wri ting under his seal to one" John Haggart for ~O acres of land on

Indian Camp Creek a branch of }~ll Crekk in Davidson County, which

land your orator has ready to show to your honors to prove in such aanner

as may direct, which land is hereto annexed marked (C). And that a

grant proved (7) to the said Southern (sic) for the said land on the 7th

of March 1786 which grant or a copy thereof your Orator is also ready to

produce in manner aforesaid.

~ Your Orator also avers that the said Southerland died some time in the

year 1788 without any last will or testament and w~ thout having made

any conveyance for said1 200 acres of land.

Your Orator further avers that about the same time the said John "'

Haggart died without any last will or testament leaving Samuel Haggart,

Edmund Haggart and John Haggart his sons and only heirs. That at the

April term of the Davidson County Court Margaret Mayfield widow of the

said Southerland obtained letters of Administration on the estate of the

said Southerland & entered on her Administration a copy of which order

~ your orator is ready to produce to this Honorable Court. That said

Margaret afterwards married John Gibson, who also died before the year

1795. That on the 14th day of April 1795 said Margafet as Admr of the

--. said Southerland did execute a deed to the said Samuel, Edward & John

Haggarts heirs as aforesaid the the said 200 acres of land, wr~ch deed
.

l
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- Mayfield (2) ;\; ; :!

was by her duly acknowlddged in Davidson County Court & registered in

the registers office of said county.

Your orator further represents that said John Haggart, Junr died

without issue of his body & without any last will &r testament leaving

if the said Samuel & Edward his brothers and (s~c) only heirs who his ~sic)

conveyed all their right to~ the said land to your orator for a full &

.valuable consideration, which deed his also been proved & registered in

Davisson County all which your orator is willing & ready to prove to the

satisfaction of hhis Honorable Court. Your orator fUrther avers that

said Southerland died leaving two sons John & George, that John is a

ci tizen of Davidson County & living on the land & that George is a citizen
0

of Williamson County & that they refuse to convey to your orator the

lands called for in said or let them enter on the samm land 'I

iii~ under the said Deed or by a late decision of this Honorable Court.

Your orator is prevented from entering under the Aaid deed in as much

as the said John did not comply ~~ th the law of 1794 in making said deed.

Now in as much as your orator is in a Court of law &
~ ~

only releivable in this Honorable Court where matters of this kind is

alone considerable. Your orator prays that the said John Mayfield &

George Mayfield may be made Defendants to this bill, with apt words to

charge them & that they -~ & perfect answer make to all & singular

the matt~ers & things therein contained callet for in said land & that

.:1' the said 200 acres of land may with the rents and proffits arising from

the be delivered to your orator & that said John & George pay the

costs of this suit & that Subpoenas issue, directing &c, commanding &c,

., & that your orator hxve all such further & other relief as is consanant to

~'r9:i! . t . & .t S o d t o th &Jus 1ce equ~ y. ~ your ora or W1 c.
.

P. H. Dabry, Atty.

for Compt.



"I!"i~.

~":c~ ,.,

- Mayfield (3)

I acknowledge myslef bound to John and George Mayfield ~ in the sum

of two hu.'1dred dollars to be paid on oondi tion that William Haggart do

prosicute a suit with effect this day commenced ~ainst them in the Supreme

Court of Erl.ors and Appeals on the Chancery side or en failure that he

~. pay & satisfy all costs & charges received against him.

Septr 4th, 1818

P. H. Dal"by, (seal)
!3

State of Tennessee)
)

Bedford County )

In pursuance of thepnclosed commission to us directed from the court of

Equity for the fouurth circuit at Nashville in the Sttte of Tennessee

we have caused to come before us at the house of John Atkinson in the

I county of Bedford on the 22d day of June/~ 1824, Bartholomew Stovall,

aged seventy nine years and John Marion aged sixty four years

in a certain matter of controversy now depending in the said court of

Equi ty between William Haggard complainant and John & George Mayfield

defendants who being first duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Ale

mighty God ~poseth and sai th Bartholomew Stovall deposeth and sai th question 1st by the defendant:

Di~ you know Sutherland Mayfield in his lifetime if so !low long did you

know him and at what time did he depart this life.

,. !nswer: I did, I was acquainted with him for two or three years before

his death and I believe he departed this lffe in the year 1787 or 1788 in

the Spring.- ~: Did you know John Haggard in hi s lifetime, bow long did you know

him & at what titre did~he depart this life. . -
~
~

i~f
;
I.,,'0
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Mayfield (4)

!nswer: I knew him about an~- I understood he was killed in

one thousand seven hundred and ninety three some time in the month of

Septem~r.

~ ~: Do you know of any contract for land having been made between the

said Sutherland Mayfield & John Haggard, if so when was the contract

made, & for what consideration & where does the same lye, please state

particularly all you know to the con~ideration or failure thereof.

Anseer: I recollect to hear sd Mayfield & Haggard talk of their contract

about a peice of land for which Haggard was to live r~th said Mayfield

at his station, one year, or more, recollect haw many years &

the said Haggard was to clear some land, ho~ many acres I do not recollect,

he, sd, Haggard went to sd Mayfields station in the fall of one thousand

~ seven hundred & eighty five, or in the winter following & that he the

sd Haggard left said Mayfields station in April 1786, and he the sd

John Haggard never did return to live at Mayfields station again, and

the said deponant do not know whether sd Haggard cleared any land or not.

~: Are you acquainted with the hand writing of Sutherling (sic) May-

field. Thomas Nowland, John Gipson, John ¥ McGee or either of them, if

so please look at the bond now shown to you in whose hand wrighting (s~c)

is the bond and the signatures thereto.

Answer: I know neither of their hijad~Tightings.

~ ~: Who is now in possession of the land, and how long have they been in

possession.

Answer: I do not know.

6th: What was the value of the land described in this. bond in February one--

4a thOUBand seven hundred & eighty six or 1787, or 1788, and what was its
-"

value in September .~. I ~ I <6 . .

-
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Answer: In they (sic} years 1786, 1?8? &: 1758 my oppinion is sd land

in dispute was worth twenty five cents ~I pr acre and in 1818 -

I think it was worth eight dollars pr acre.

Lastly: Do you know of any matter or thing that may tend to the benefit

and-advantage of they(sic) defendants in this cause, if you do declare

" the same as fully as if you had been thereunto fully interogated.

Answer: I do not know of any thing more than I have answered that that

Thomas Nolen could write his name.

And further this deponant sayeth Dot.

/s1 Barth Stovall

John }WIiAn depo5eth and sai th ~uestion 1st: Did you know Sutherland Mayfield in his lifetime if 50

how long did you know himn and at what time did he depart this life.

II Answer: I knew Sutherland Mayfield upwards of two years before his death

which hapened (sic) in 1787.

~: Did you know John Haggard in his lifetime how long did you know him

and at ~ what time did he depart this life.

~nswer: I did know John Haggard and was acqqainted with him five or si~

years before his death, which papened (s~c) about the year 1793.

~: Do you know of any contract for land having been made between the

said Sutherland Mayfield and John Haggard if so when was the contract

made and for what consideration and where does the same lie please state

.. particularly all you know as to the consideratmnn or falure (siE.) thereof 0 ~
,

~n~r: I do not know of any bargain or contract between them about land,

but if John F~ggard ~~s to pay for land which he was to get from Mayfield

in clearing of land at Mayfield Station and living there ~~th m him in the
\

fI sta tinn he never done so after I came to the country and to Mayfield
,

statmon which was in the year 1785.
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r.a~~field lb)

- ~ Are you acquainted with the hand wrighting of Sutherland Mayfield

Thomas IJowlen John Gibson Jo~~ McGee or either of them, if so please

look at the bond now sho,,'T} to you in m ose hand wrighting is the Bond,

and. the signatures thereto.

~ ~nswer: I knew the hand r~ghting of Sutherland Mayfield but McGee and

Nowlen I never knew, Thomas Nolin was killed as I was informed a few

~G-~&t.Qo~-O--g~TQo-t.~-t.:"tQo-~~~t.~-w:"tgg.ft-~..-Q~-SQo~~QoT~~-.7S~ ,;
. '

days after I came to the country which was in September 1785/ and from

- the knowledge I have of the hand wrighting of Sutherland Mayfield I do not

believe the body of the bond to be in his hand wrighting nor do I believe

the signature to be in his hand wrighting.

~: Who is now in possession of the land and how long have they been in

possession. ,~

.~ Answer: I do not knowo !

~: What was the value of the land described in this Bond in Febraary

1789 or 1787 or in 1788 and what was its value in September 18180

An~~r: In 1786 or 1787 or 1788 as far out from Nashville 8S that was

it was worth from twelve and one half cents to twenty five cents per
'.

acre.

~stly: Do you know of any matter or thing, that may tend to the benifit

& advantage of the defendants in this cause if you do declare the same

as fully as if you had been thereunto fully interogated.

.~ jf~1
And futther thi s deponant sai th not

John Marion

The written depositions of Bartholomew Stovall and Jorill Marion were

..:... sworn to and subscribed before us on the day and date herein mentionedo

John A. Minson, JP.

Jas Di:ckson, J. P.
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:
- The deposition of Bartholomew Stovall ~Ti ten ~ Jas Dickson Except the

first question which was writan by John Atkinson. The deposition of John

Marion wri tn byJ ohn Atkinson.

The Deposition of Col (7) Benjamin Foster. taken by consent in the

~ cause of \~illiam Haggart against J ohn ~~yfield and George Mayfield now

depending (7) in the Court of Chancery for the 4th Judicial Circuit

of Tennessee.

Question by Compts counsel: Are you well acquainted with the hand

wri ting of Southerland Mayfikld the reputed father of John and George

Mayfield7

Ans: I am. I was well acquainted with him in Virginia; was raised- ..

with him; and lived in the station with him in Davidson (now Williamson)

County after we both moved to what is now Tennessee.
I, Quest 2nd: Is not Southerland Mayfield dead; and about what time did

he die7

~: He is dead. but do not recollect the time I would suppose about

thirty two years ago but have seen a record of an Administration of his

estate granted in April 1789 and therefore suppose it must be more.

~: Is the Bond shown you of Southerland Mayfield to John Haggart

for 200 acres of land dated the 28th of February 1786 and filed as a

exihibit in said inst (7) and witnessed by John ~pttP, McGee. Thomas

Nolin and John Gibson in the dandwriting of said Southerland Mayfield and
I., is the signature of Southerland Mayfield to said Bond in his hand wri ting7

~: t/#/J1Pt The bond and signature is both in thehaad writing of

Southerland Mayfield.

\ Quest: Are you acquainted 1n th the harld writing of any or all of the witnesses
...

to said Bond7 .

,
-.,

-



~: I am not. I think I am acquainted with Thomas Nolins ~d wri. ting.

The others I know nothing of.

~: Is Thomas Nolin, John Gibson and John Mcrvee dead?

~: They are all dead I believe. John Gibson I know is dead and I have

heard the others are dead.

I' ~: By Defts counsel -- Do you know anything of the consideratmon 1

given by John Haggart for said land and land claimed.

~: Southerland Mayjield had a station where he hhend lived in what is .

now Williamson County which was burnt by the Indians about the time of the

date of this bond. John Haggart, John Campbell and myself each made a

contract with Southerland Mayfield to go and live with him in his station

for two years and to 1- clear for him two acres of land eact and build a

a new s1ation. We the Indians and all moved our families into
,;,

the station according to contract. We all lived there some time. When

~ we were burning the logs (?) to plant the first crop the Indians came and ?'

fired on us. As we were puting up a wolf pen, about half a ITd.ke from hh8

station Southerland Mayfield and one Martin a Soldier was killed. George

Mayfield was taken pri soner and William Mayfield was also killed. We all
..

in a few days left with 11rs. Hayfield and at her request. John

Haggart was also killed wither a few days before or a few days !fter May-

field but which I do not know. We cleared no part of the land and

Campbell and myself give up our lands the widow payed us for what we had

done. I have no other knowledge of importance on the subject.
,

~.
Berry Joslin

Sworn to before me the 27th June 1824.

R. McGavock,-

I

.
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