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I ; EARLY ED-INDSILE IN E:::ES“ﬁkﬂ?IHUuLE TENNLSGSEL

: I. #ajer Willian Cdmondson of Williamson Counfy

l'zjor ¥iliism Edmondson woo born about 1765, probably in Augusta County,
i _ .
Virpinia. Fis exact birthdate iz unknown, but William in his account of his
gervice in the Revolutionary Var specifies that he was in his sixteenth year,
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thus Tifteen yewrs old, in 1780. As for the place of his birth, his fathsr,
Wiilium Edmisten Sr., probably wze resident in Augusta County until he moved
with a nurber of relativee to Woshingien Founty, Virginia, where the o.rliest
cazrtain nantion of him cemes in a dzed to him of 237 acres betwaen the south
and middle forks of the Holston River by hig kineman, Colonel William Edmiston.
This dzed is cated 1775(2
ejor Willism guite certoinly wes the son of Williem Edmiston Sr. and
his wife Agnes Holmes'® The clder William in his will, dated 25 December 1788
and proved 10 fcbruary 1769, left scon William one cow from his cattle on the
Curburland and sppointad him as one of the executors of the willf4 WWhat proof
there is of the relaticnship of Tennessee Williem to William Edmiston Sr. is
circumstancial., First, the Rev. Robert RBell, member of s family rolated in

-+

geversl ways te the Tennessee Ldmondsons, was interviewed in the 1840's or
1B53%s by the femous historizn of King's Mountain, Lyman (. Draper. Draper‘s
notes show that Bzll told him t%gt "Capt. Rcbert and Major William, brothers,
lived in Devideon County ..." Captain Robert Edmondson is definitely
identifizble as the son of William Edmiston Sr.

Sgcondly, Thomss Hickman wrote to Draper from Nashville, 6 October 1B45,
Wifajor Willism Edmondson came to this country in 1789. He was on fcouts frequently
but never on any regular compaign, he has two sons living, they some years ago
moved to Missouri, I do not know their given names.“(sks will bé&een, this
description Tits our William fdwondson and helps to identify him with the

Mejor Willien Cdrondson of Brli's account.

1) Librzezy of Congress, Cumpaell~Pr ston PdpErS, vI, 772-4

2) Le.is Przston Summers, Anntls of Scuthwost Virginis, 667. SRR
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3) A crief zccount of this femily is in EFAE, I, #4, pp. 96-97
4) Sumsers, pn. eit., 1347, The will is also printed in EFAE, II, vg; p. 123
5) Wisconsin Stete Hiatorical Scciety, Drsper Mss., 31 5§ 324

6) Droper #ss. 6 XX 13



Furthcr corroboration of the relationship &85 Major William to William
Cdmigton St. is found in tho appuaronce of Holmss es @ middle name for two of
the Major's graédsuns.

The eczrliest record of HMijor Williem Edmondson ic of his service in the
Revolutioniry h&r. In 1B22 a newspaper erticle appeared ir Tennsssce which cast
aspersione on the bravery of Col. William Campbell at the Eattlo of King's
Mountein in 1783, The Colonel's relativea, members of the Campbell and Preeton
families, Lecpod to the rescus of tha Colonel's reputation by seeking but ‘
gurvivors of [the battle end having them maka depositions as to@ what they
obsorved du:&ng the figh&? One of thess depositions was by Uii&iam Edmondson
of Willismeon County, EEnnesseess In thie account, William néenrs thst he was
a private in fol. Campbell's regiment. That he wae a member of Copt. David
Beattie's Company is shown by ths muster roll of the company‘preaerved in the

(9

Virginia stBuE Library. .William testifies in his deposition that he was present

et King's Fountain and that Col. Campbell acted with apprnprlata bravery and '

gellantry, William also says tﬁat later ha was with Campbell at "the affair

of Whitsett's Mill," I B '
 Willism snd his brothers Robert and Thomas no doubt came. into Tennsssee

very cazly. In 1783, William served as a member of the guard for the commission

ffor leying off the laznds allotted the officers and suldiers of the Continental .

*Line* of North Cazolina, and for this service, hea was awarded 320 acres of

(20
This land was situsted on A *1ng§ Qgtgek probobly a ehort

"land in 1787. o Ar

distance cast of thes town of Arrington on the/éurfeeesbora Road, now highway

96, William as far ms we know lived the rest of hio life on this farm.

_+ -William was appointed captein of cavalry of the tero D;atr;:t on
-lS December 1790lll “and 'Bajor of cavilry 2 June 1791(12 As major of cavalry,
he was one of the signers of a petition on 1 August 1791 to President Weshington
cangratulating him "on the completion of the union of'all the states,an event

7) This controversy is treated more fully in the appendix to Lyman C. Draper,
King's bountain =nd its Horoes, 1881, Cf. also EFPB, II, #4, p. 125

8) tlibrary of Congress, Campbell-Preston Pzpers, VI, 772-4. Partially reprinted
in Draper, Go. cit., 587. Williamson County split off from D..wvidson County in 1799,

0) Virginia State Library, Hiscellaneous Militia-LiatB,.Revnlutionary Waer, 69-312

10) The %ict of the guzrds is in the Tennessce Stata Archives. Land grant ie
North Cazolina Warrant £190, 8 Octobsr 1787. Hote that Nm th Carolina included
Tennessee until 1790. 0

11) Governor Blount's Journsl, in JTerritorial Pacers of the U. 5., 1v, anrltnry
South of the Ohio River, 1790-4, 442,

12) Ibid., BIR 444

Lf. Robert Edmondson, his older brother, was in the pame company, as wall as

@8 his kinemsn Samuel, Andrew, end FMoses Edmondson
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preductive of neny sulutary Consequences...™ and seking thet sornthing be
dono ebout the Indizns “fully hoping to meet with & more ample protection than
wn have herotofors reccived from ths State of North Carolina..."(ls)
In 1754, William may h.ive scrved in the Hickojack Campaign, an attack
on troublescae Indiens. AT any rate, s somewhat interesting otory ie told
of him in thzt connecticn., eIl ot lolnaoey

In 1784, & meeting wes zgain held at Col. Williom Donzloon's to concert
mzasures for a compaign ageinst ikdckojsck... When the men met, &n eloction
for officers took pluce... Two majors were to be selected. Gol. John
Fontgomery was chosen Tirst mejor cover Col. Moucca., Eopl, Wewskley, who had
been zctive in getting up tha edpedition, was proposed for s=cond major
when seite twenty-five of Maj. Heys! troops and horse were in attendonce with
l'2j. tn. Cdmondson @t their hezd, ezid they would not ceonsant to an
alection, but thot their officer, fdmondson, must be the eecond major by
virtus of the renk he held in the horsc regimont, Weakliey at this time
was Inspector General of Robertson's Brigade, with the xank of Lieutenznt
Colonzl, and said he would cheerfully abide the decision of an electicn as
agreed upch pricr to rendszvousing, but would not consent to be dragouned
into yielding to the diciztorial appointmont of Cdmendson without
-submitting it ¢o the wishes of a majority of the ermy; if, upon trial, it
should be found that Edmondson or anyons elce wzs the chaice of the men, then
he would fall into the ranks without a muriur, and shore a soldier's part
_in ell the privaticna and eervices of the campaign. Edmondsen's trocp
still insistiing upecn their demand, Weakly, in something of a pet, left his
provisiens Tor the men, and mounting his horse returnad home. - - (14

Our records co not say whether Mejor William Edmondson remeined gs second
mejor of the expedition.

. Prezgmably the rest of William Edmondson's life was lese eventful,-ana
little is krown of it. In 1799, he was one of the commissioners to erec¥
public buildings for the new county of williamsonSlE He was on the first
Jury at Frankiin, Tennessen, in lBUUEl§ and wes cn(ff:oad'cfew tu’lay U%f the
road from the moush of Arrington Creek to Franklin, o L

Like many of his kinsmen, he prcbably did soms speculating in land. A
survey of 1208 zcres on th2 E£1k River {Lincoln County) dated 1792 survive?la
ond it esems probgble that this land did not remain long in his possessicn,
The inventory of his estate in 1832 shows him a8 a well-to-do fermer, tilling

21l acres, ond with twelve slevesslg

——.....—_._———-.—_..—-—_———-.—---...-______-...____-

14) Drepur i'ss., 32 § 372-4, The eccount is in Braper's notes and is labelled
&s theugh it came from Col. Weskley himself,

15) J. G.M. Remeey, Annals of Tennassee, 707

16) Hisiozy of Tunnesses (Goodspeed), 793
17) Ibid., 791

18) Horth Cerolina Warrant # 2023. The original is in the possession of the euthor.
1Y) Williemson County Will Back V, 225 :
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Probably around 1815, at tho tims of the marriage, William desded 109
of hie originzl 320 ecree to his con-in-law, Edward H. lteNeill. On 13 February
1832, on the same day that William made his will, he deeded the remzining 211
gcres to his scns Robert and Thomzs. Willizm's will makes bequests of slaves

S (20)

and_livestnck to hie wife and children. The will was proven in the July
term of 1832, thus indicsting that William did not long survive the making
of his will. Mis buripl hes not y=t boen located. -
At some time before 1793, Yilliam Edmondson married Frances ﬁayd,
daughter of Robert and Anne Boyd.Zl Frences survived her husband--somewhat
surprising perhaps since in 1824 o settlement of some Boyd land was made
and &t thet time Frances was describsd ss "so aged dnd &nflxm that she:
cannot cenvenizntly grovsl.” n(22 Her death cate and burial are not known,

" An extrenely femote possibility would be that she is the Frances Edmondson,

snmde who married Josieh Mullin in Williamsen County,

10 November 1841, e have not as yet been zble to xdeﬁtlfy this Frances <
Edmond=on, but if shs wera the widow of William, she would be 1n_h_;/41d-s;xtles
st tho lesst, which makes STl remsrriage extremely unlxkely—-but not
impass;b‘e. . U . e e ] %- -;{;
The known children of Major Williem Edmondsgn snd Frances Boyd are es
follows. Theze probsbly were others who preeuzably died young: in particuler
we note no children named after the paternal grandparents. Also, the census
of 1820 shows cne more female in the household than this listing of children
provides for—although of course the extra femele might not have been a daughter.
1. Ann Edmondson. From her marriage date, she was-probably born c. 1794 and
named after her maternzl grandmother, Enn(ggyd. She married in Williamson
County, 17 August 1B15, Edward H. !cNeill. The bondsman was John Buchanan,
'probably ann's uncle, husband of Fargeret Edmondsan. Ann died before 1829,
whan icNeill married lMary Mr:Cutuhan2

1, Williem E(dmurdson7) FcNeill
2. Robert H{olmes?) McNaill
3. Themas A. iFcileill

There were thres children:

-Nons of these have been traced eas yest, although Hilllam sexved as bondsmen for
his gunt Julia's marriege to Williasm Floyd in 1840. Hildegerd Smith, histerian
of the pcCutchen family, reports that Willism snd Robert were apparently living
with their stepmother around 1860. ’

-——----——.-—---------—--—--—--————--—-——-

20) Williamson Cognty Will Book V, 182

21) Rcbert Boyd's will, dated & September 1793, Davidson County Will Book 1, 302,
mentions daughief Frances Edmondeon.

22) Dyer €ounty,Tennessee, Deed Book B, 16-21

23} L. J. Gerdiner and ¥. R, Bejach, Williamscn County Marriage Rocords, 1600-1850,
24) Lluansa 23 Nov. 1829, gol. 3 Dec. 1829, S. T. Bloir, Davidscn County Harriage

eyl T
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2. Iechills Edmondson,  Her birthdste is unknown. The census of 1020 shows

in Willism's houasehold two fensles born 17%4~1804, throe born 1804-1810, and
one bern after 1810. Ve cen only spoculate as to which dzughter fits these E
categories, Isabella died unmarried sbout 1837, as is shown by a slave deed
in the possession of the suthor in which Robert Hoyd Edmondsan, John B. tiiles,
Williegm Flcyd, end Matilda Edmondcon dead their shares in ew® slaves belonging
to ths estate of Isabells to their brother {(or brother-in-lsw) Thomas

tdmandson,

3, Robsrit Lovd Ediondson. HMe was born c. 1793. VWith lhis brother Thoras

and parheps cther roambercs of the fumily, he moved to Greene County, Missouri,
ghout 1844, He was a well-to-da furmer, his land including the Edmondson
Spring which is part of the weter supply of Springfield, Missouri, today.
He died in Ercena County in September, 1868, He married Vesta LeGrande
Wileon, dauchter of Seawel Wilson ond Margarot Edmiston (a daughter of

he Captain Williem Edmiston killed ut King's Hountein). His children:

1. Willianm fonstant Edmondson, born e, 1827, died Septerbar, 1862,. kilied
,in ectien in Arkansas in ths Confederate Army. Presumably unmarried.

2. Virginia Carclins Tennsssee (Jenny) Edmandson, born c. 1833, died
12 Junuary, 1889, Erowndood, Taxas. 5he was ma-ried im Greene County,
Missouri, 13 March 1631, to Williszm Summeze Snow, son of Horacas end

. Mery (Dillaerd} Snow, bornm 29 August 1B29, died c. 1968 in Oregon.
tost of the descendents of this marriage zce Eggyﬂaao the author.

3. Frences M. T, {Fanny) Edmondson, born c, IR, P& desth date
unknorn. She married in Grecne County, $fa2psd® 14 Ocioter 1856,
Nathan Rabinson. This family supposedly moved to Lawrencs County,
Miesouri. The descendante have nat been trzced,

4. America V. Edmondson, borm c. 1836, death date unknown., She
married in Grsene County, 24 June 1852, Christopher or Christian S.
Bodenhsimer, They lived in Brownsville, Texas, Descendants only
pertly known,

5. Robert Halmes Edmondson, born September, 1842, died at I? Waurika,
Cklahomz, 22 February 1917. HKe married in Greens County, 27 July 1870,
- Sarah Cerdelia Hickman, doughter of Jesse end Mahalig (Rodeon) Hickman,
born 1 June 1847, died at Weguxrika, 22 June 1922. He served in the
Confederate Army, Compeny E, 3rd Regiment, Missouri Cavalry, 1862«1865,
== in Company B, 13th Regiment, Missouri Militia, 1B&&, and in the -
2nd fxksnsae Cavalry, U.S.A., 1867. His cescondanta have been treced,
and one of his grandsong is EFA member Williazm Edmondson of Rancha
Mirage, California. : '

4, Thonze Ecmondson. He wss bozn in Tennesses, 9 October 1601, He movad with

hies brother Robert to Missouri about 1844, and like his brother, was a well-to-

8o fermor in Greene tounty. He died there, from injuries received in falling

off hig(rggf, en 7 December 1856, Thomas may have married twice: in the
tr Gule :
notes ufqﬁrs. Kathuring £dmondson Callaway of Brentwood, Tennesses, there is

an interview with Mra. Bottie Raberts Ogilvie recordsd ooma yecars ego. lrs,
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Ogilvie was = neice of Thomes' wife Sexmh Roberts. She reportsd that Thomas had
been marrzied bufore he werried Sarsh, and that there was one child and his wife
died, HNo reccrd has been found eithcr of the marsiage or the child. Thomas!
enly known wife was Sarsh Cazter Roberts, deughtsr éf Benjzmin and Nancy

{Fuguzs) Rcberts, born in Tennessee 17 April 1611, died in Groene Euunéy,
tdesouri, 24 July 1877. The children listed are all known to be Sarash'e
children:

[
1. Robert Hillery fdwondson, bhorn 10 Ocicher 1837, died in Greens County,
4 February 1213, ke married, Greems County, 1 Januery 1860, MHaztha Ann
tatthews. His descendants ars largely known to tho author,

2. DBenjamin Holmes Edmondson, born in Tennsssee, 16 August 1839, died
in Greenz Ccunty, Misscuri, 29 June 18687, He married first, 22 KHovember y
1860, Louisa J. Gray, bozn 6 May 1B44, died 21 Wovembzr )LO78; and - A
second, 3 September 1873, Iry Heittie Mcidillan, born Herrison, Arkansas,
9 April 1846, died 24 Novziber 1324. EBenjemin was & sergaant in Compzny
E, 3xrd Regiment, Missouri Cavalry, Confederats ‘Army, l052-1865. His

descendants havz been traced, ~

. 3. John Hazzard or John Holmes Edmondson, born c, 1B41, eéc death

" date unknown. With his brothezs znd cousin, he enlisted in 1862 in
Company & of the 3rd Regim=nt of #Fissouri Cavalry. In 1885 at the end
of the wer, he wsz apparently & prisoner of wax, but that is the last
record of him. Family tredition has it that he told his mother that if
“he were ssnt to war, he would nover return-—and he apperently kept the
préomise. It is possible that he died unmarriec in Uklahoma sbout 1916,
for en inguizy camz to his brother Thomss sceking heirs to his cstate,
Thomzs was not incléned to follow up the inquiry in the light of John's
treatment of hio mother, and nothing further was learned. ;

4, VWillism Boyd Ldmondeon, born ¢, 1B44, desth date unkmown. He married
- Martha Thomee, but hie dasescendasnts are not known. . v o

P

5. [RKancy Matilda Edmondson, born 5 Juns 1846, died Greene County, 18
September 1846, She married in Greene County, 16 Ssptember 1BE£9, Geoxge
A. FcKinnis, born 15 May 1B45, died B Januery 1B86. Descendants are known.

6. frances A. (Fannie) Edmondson, born 1848, died 1906, Married in
Greene County, 21 May 1664, James Marshall Snow, son of Horuce and
Mary (Dillard) Snow, barm 17 June 1828, died 1909. Descendants known.

7. Thonas Emmett Edmondson, bhorn 16 January 1851, died in Grsene County,
10 August 1923. He married in Greene Ccunty, 19 December 1876, Hary
Frances Lavice Freeman, born 4 December 1855, died 3 November 1937,
daughter of MEZERNee Villiam B, and EREEGCHED Elizs €. (Snow) Freeman
{she was another deughter of MHorace and iary (Dillard) Snow)}. Thie is
the authozts grondfather. Dazscendants are known,

B. HMsrcus Judson ELdmendson, boxn . 1853. Death date unknown., He

) left Missouri in middle aga and was nat egein heard from. He may have

esttled in New Orleang snd possibly married thers.

5, Thishe fdmondson, She ie mentioned in her father's will, but nothing

further is known of her. However, sece the account of William Floyd under
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her sistor Julia (i# B).

&, WFetilds Edqondson. Hentioned in her father's will, Hre. Ogilvie told

Mrs, Callaway that M&&ilda never married, and she wns unmarried in 1B37 et

the time of I Isebella'ec death. L

T. Hsry J. Edmandson. DRirth end death dates unknown, She married in

Williensocn County, Tenncssee, B Docewber 1831, John B. Miles, con of
Hartwell Miles., Milcs wee 8 witness to his father—iﬁdlaw'e will, This
line is untrozced, although it is known that thers were children, John

P. Miles is remember as living at lesst for a time in EGreene County, Missouri.

B, Juliz G, Edmondson. Birth and death dstes unkoown. She marrcied in

Williausen County, Tennessse, 1 Jaonuery 1840, Williom (Hilly) Floyd. Floyd

esems to have busn pyeviously married to a sister of Julia, fer he is

i
one of the legatees of lscbella Ldmondson in 1B27. Perhsps Thisbe £dmondson
was his first wife. The line is uniraced, except that irs. Callawéy recsrds
thet a Chaibers girl, who wss a grenddaughter, was tho second wife ofi one

-'\ -

Edgar Haynes, S5r., in Williesmson County. o oy
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Hosard Vallence dJonsa
18 Winter Ridge Road,
Cedar Fells, lowa, 50613
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Howard Vsllanca Jonee -~

21.4 Clay Stroeet
Cedar Falls, lowa, 50613

el THE EARLY -EDIGNDSSHS. OF . SOUTH: WEST. VIRBINIA

The true and full :tnry of the Edmundf.cm “families~in’ =ightannth century——————

T L e e e e Gy —— 8 T—— 1 B— e o ot 3 e L L v S —

_ Virginiu may hever_be told, The mvidence unnarthad so Tar by ucvaf;l genarations

- ‘of eesger researchors simply-is not sufficient to give.prabable linaages to any of

tha l'.dmc;n-t.'aon or Edmicton familiee of the Virginia Valley: thether evidence-ig —~———

— o _8till extant_which might eolve these problems is doubtﬂ.l. "It may be that an

T az:aunus -sxaminztion of w=rly-Virginia-desde -might.shed_additional_ l:.ght.' it may

bae aloo that s further scarch into the racords of'_CéEiI'Cﬁﬁ'ﬁt?;‘Maryland;'and :

— . _Chestaxr.County, Penngylvania, will produce new facts, Hawever, the author confesses

) = to & certiin degjrec of poosimism—At-any-rate,- dicappointingly. .enough,_in what

follows here therz are bound to bz mars quesiions osKed thah answers”giveni—All————

— __ thet_I_sttampt to_do_is to sort out the ckimpy zvailable facts, and, whare pDEEi_bltl,

to sUggss L somEwWorking—hypothessa—which-might-b =_helpful,.

@ The earliest Edmondson settlars in what was then Augusia Couanty, Virginia;

o _gsem_to have_bzen_the follewing: Davie (celled by somo "lavid Turk"), Iszhalla,

in 1740; #athew, first m:ntion“&"i?"m'z”;“ obert, Tifst menticrad in"1747;—Those

—_listed_with_Dz2vid may or_may not bs ths sams as othars.of the same name mentioned

3n tha 174D's and 1750%c.

Mout saasa:;hur; have thought that thsse familics came ta Vixginid~from

Cecil_County,.Maryland, ox:_CI_msi‘,a_;_-_(.lgy_q'}:_y ,_Pennsylvania. Thess two counties adjoin,

~—ahd the Tdmiston-lands aro Bupposad-to have bsen on. tha.border.between_thom, We

have some rTecord of an eightesnth century Edmiston family whith ramainad”in:Cecil —

e County, serbers of which intermarried with the ¥ wWashington County, Vug;n;;—E_:imstuna.

- (1-----—

- “That Colonel William Edmiston (1734/6-1822) was born.in Cecil County is on record.
- (2)

The line of William r.d.m:.c.tun, ST, (d. l7u9) is also from’ Haryland. “—~On"lhz other —————

@_—._ = e s AU - S it -

"1) Andrew Edrmandson, the Colonel's son, to Lyman (. Draper, 12 Jan, 1846. Lrapsr Mss. |
e ——— 2D DD 864 . -l

—wwm—-—2) Blanche 5. Bentley to Ollis Kale Harr:.s quntus the family l]:.h.lu uf Wi_lliam &r.'u
ecn, Lt. Robert, thnt hia faruly camo from .naryland to Virginia, 77 il




haznd, Mathew Esdmiston's descendants apparently thought that ha ceams from Chester
(3)

County, Ponnsylvania.

ahcmld nut netzcsban_y bo thought ‘that they wcrs clusdg rcl-atod': """" Our best guese

- B D T ot e m e s e e e ————

_ is.that all aro descended from the _Scotch house of Er.‘mc:n"'tone. This house, of

venersble antiguity and mora than ona -royal connsction, must have lef't numerous .—

descundants not only in Scotland, but also in Ireland, Vhe haad of tha junior

... branch of _the__farnily,_thc__Lairds__gf__antruath y_i8 known to have moved to northern

L " Ireland, Couinty Uleter,-carly in thc soventsonth-century, and-othsx- membura of-hig - c—0nn—
- - S (4)
" fanily probably accompanied him,  Col. William Cdmiston was said mby—h:{s_;“é’rihfk%‘ﬁé o
———— (5 o

— __of_Irish zncestry, snd_probably most of the Virginia Valley Cdmistong ore from the

—ganig suurca, From-th2 givenmsmrs—and-the- spelling -"Edmans ton's—the-descendante~—o—

of Archibald Cgmonston {1677-1734) of Prince Goorgs Lounty, Mafyiand, seem clearly

.to_be_of_the_lrish branch, _and_thers has besn much speculation as to a connsciion

—Batwenn this family and-ths-Virginia-Valley Edmistoney

@ On the other hand, dascendants of Muthew Cdmision seem to have hazld thet their

— _.encsatry. wont.back to_the elder lino_of Edmonsionen, fairds of Ednam, a fuemily which
(6 - -

—i% not knowii o Havecome ~toIreland,———Additionally;-it-is-conceiveble-that-somg ——M7M——

of the Virginia Valley Ednistons may have otemmed from the e Quaker Edmondsons who

settled_in_thz_mid-seventeonth centuxy_in Talbot County, Maryland, who may ba

Erglish rather than ~Irish, —Ancther possible source~is -the -Edmondson -family-who

aettlcd narly in Essex County, V:.rgm:.n, and who are elso ;Srobahly English.

_ __3) .William T. Price, Historics) Skatches of Pocahontas County, West Virginia,
lgcj-j p. lsao

— _ __4)..Sir Archibald E¢monstone of Duntresth, G=ncalpgical Account of the Family of
Edrnonston: uf Duntrcatn, Ed;nburg. privatrly pn.ntcd, 1875 pp. 46 £f, ’

e 5)  REEEa,DpENELEXIXEXAXBAINAS  Andrew Edmondson_to Lyman D:apnr, Draper lMes, . lU DD 56,

-

~7'8&) "Price, op._cit.; p. 168, Some gceount of this linm tan be- found in- Sir- =
. .. Arxchibald Edmonstone, og. cit., pr. 92 ff,
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Spms efforts have bscn mude to differenticte beztween the families on the basis

of how they spulled their names, Although some interesting cotclusions can be drawn

from such a study, eny extensed nffort‘ to baos praofs on tﬁsnu spoll+ngh are

- dangarous. The rules of epslling wers not claarly-furmulztad in the.eightecenth ... .

cantury, and the trndrncy, partlcula ly by frontisr pe0"lc of little ‘formal educatxun, Sl

_was to "pcll names sccoreing to the scribo's own 1nd1v;uunl brand of phonctﬂcs. In

AL - ‘ganeral,” we noto-that- the Prince -George County- femily eticks closs to"Edmonston". .

until-thc later gcnurgfisﬁé."‘Tﬁduﬁuéﬁgtﬁ_bf"Téiﬁb%mtéﬁﬁi&'Jﬁaaiiy_ﬁgﬁ""E&ﬁﬁﬁaébn"

A e e ——

ox_more 1Paqpsnuly "Edmundson,”" The Essex Lounty families are unxvcroally "Lunonuaon

= --—"The Cecil County nné-th:~Virginin-Vallay—familisa-in the e=ightsonth-century &eem.to-— .

be quite consistent in Hrltlng their names "Edmiston", Howevsr, after about 1800,

the tescendants of William E¢miston Sr., seom universzally to have changed to “Eumandsan ’

""""""" 'thosc of ‘Col: ¥illiam vary brtwemn—"Edniston"- and-"Edmondson",—those of- Moses-stick —.——-—

to "Edmiston®, znd thoss of Mathew to iEdmondson®. What significanca =il this hae,
L 3 ?

_.Af any, is not known. Prentecs Perry E Edmlston _&rgusd, not very cunv;ncxngly, that

— ~——-¢ha Edmondpon’ family came from Scotland,-scttled-in South-Cerolina,-then-moved to —— —

Cecil Lounty, Harylnnd, and thait the Edmistons wers an Irish family who moved early
(7 .

to_southiwest Virginis where they became €onfussd with the Edmondsons.  There are

— " enormous problams with-thés -intsrprotstion -

Perhaps the b;;;-baglnﬁlné.EE—£;“6;5;¥H;H;omn of tha hygothunsa “advanced as

to. the ancestry of ths Virginia Edmistons, In th= euthor's opinion, nenc of thase

T " hypothesas is subject to any degreo-of proof,-and-ell- of- them -suffar-in varying — —-— —_

degrecs from contrsalctxnna in the availzble evidencs. Howaver, wa should kzep in

mind that some of them just.possibly“@py_rgflggi_gn_p distorted way same sarly

"7 v~ famuly tradition, There may be some -truth here—if -we-can-find-it,- - =

FroE | RSOt D Ca e fm D (Fpe—erTma THE I

- . s Thomus Eemondson and Miss Buntyn

== " Willism Campbell Esgmiston {1854=7) - wsa-the son of John btu:rt Esmiston --- —- -

.. oo a o 5 g o a o 5o [P - m o aen e aa il aryp .= S

7) Prentess Purry Edm;aton, A Branch “of tha Edm;atcn Family .ruu, A.D. 1700 to 1964

mlnﬁnnr*nhnd

Py m—— - g m e - = o - —
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(1815-1889), in turn the son of Col. William Edmiston's olaventh child, Gonsral

William Campbell Cdmicton (1705-1047). Mr. Edmiston, whe l:wad in Memphis most of

~— his life but died in Guthric, Kentucky, did a great deal of runnarch on tha family, -—— ..

R . . | PE—— -

and his lctters and paﬁnrs turn up in many of the ‘older collections of notos.

_ 1935, h= wrote to Mrs. Katherine Edmondncn Cullawsy that Col. Yilliaem'c fether was

ona Thomas-Eemiston, #rs. Cullaway's notes quoita him as saying: —"when-Thomas-Edmiston — .

e = — —

came into this country, two other Loys came with him but were no kin to him, settied

in_Fwcil County, | Narylnnd. In_the vicinity resided & Mr, Buntyn who hed threo

daughtera-and -Thomas -2nd his-two-compznions- marr*ed—th-—ﬂuntyn-gxrls.~—%=Jnr—9111xnm
(a

wae born there in 1722." A later version, also in the Callaway notes, comes from

R. I. Moorz "who had it €rom his kinsmsn Willism Campbcll Esmiston":

Thomas-Edmiston - liv=d-in- Cecil County,—Maryland,--then moved-with-his-—-family

to Augusia County, Virginiu, thec pact that is now Hcckbr;dge_ﬁuunty. He diod

there and his five sons movee to the purt ‘of Augusta County that is now Washing-

ton Cocnty’ @nd -1ivod -nesr- the Holston- River «——Tho-{ive-brothers wara-in-thse-
Dettle_of King'!:lountain, thres wcra_k;lled _ Millium and John survived and

married Fdsses Fonilgomery. willism lived in Yashington County and reared &

large "family: - John moved-tu -Kontucky-8nd -remained: there -s-short -time —then--

__moved _to Duvidson County, Tenanessae, noax the mouth of Stong's River. Thomaes
EdnngDn, Josz=ph Cunnlnghaw, and Hobert Buchanan came over from lrsland together

and settled in-Mcrylend.- All threc merried d@&ters,-the hisses- Buntyn.—Rabert

Buchanan moved to Virginia to Augusta County and reared @ large family. Joseph

Cunninghem moved to North Caroline, <o not know what becume of him. (R=forenca:

Col,” Willism Pentleton, historian...)--Cne relative wrote--to--another-that—-tha.

U. S._Government has built sn arsonal on block of ground in Washington, D. C.

whlch belongs to “Thomas Edmiston-—and authorities have advertised to find

+the owners of - the abovs progpexty,-—-and hawvs aoffered-a good-amount-of-money
to_find owners,

—TYhis—is -an intriguing theory, -particularly since Hr.- Edmiston—in-a-letter-to—

Mre, Ylanche Buntluy lndlcatna that he had in his pnasnss1on at ona tima family papers

which shed light on his_ ancestry and the relationchipa of tha Virginia Vellsy

fumtotons—papars—he- lost whiloma moving.— Thersfors, it ie-possible that—he-had————

evidance in hls fam;ly pupars ‘which has not been seon by other rosuarchors.

8) Mrs, Katherine Edmondeon Callnway of Brentwood, Tennesseo (1879-195%) was a

dagscendant of Samusl Edmiston, bruthsr to Col, h;lllam. Through the kindness of

"~ ~har daughter, Miss Julia Calleway, I have bsen zble to copy Hre, Callawuy's

#xtensive notes anc gorrespondnnco, . -

“=—==—"-9)" Blanche 5. Bentley was a depcendent of William Edmiston Sr, Her papers-ara

- -~—--- unfortunately lost, but a twonty page account of tha family survivss, with my -
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Howsver, the account as quoted hers conséing errors which do not build

confidence in thz research skille of Mr, Edmiston. firet, Colonel William fdmiston

was certninly not born in .1.722. H:.s bxrthdatu is uaually riven as 1'{34, nlthuugh

H P — . e e T ——— - —— ——

he.himself put it cloaer. to 1736..: (It should.be.noted that this.laaves open the . o

C T pogaibility that Hr. Bdmislon ‘stimbled on gomo”othar Willism Edmiston born in

Cuc;l Ccuwty in l722 who ectually was th: ik of‘ Tho.ra.l and I’Ju.ss uuntyn. It is

o —

.e———--not .2 bad date for. the birth of Willizm Edmiston Sr.,.although.a.bit early,-znd -
T it could bs Ciptain William, @ltholUgh™his childien’ birthdates indicato a coheidarably

latur b:.rthda te fa& hin). Secondly, we will endsavor to show latar ‘;'.hat Col. William's

fathar. was. .quite.certainly a.John Edmieton._ But.could.John!s.wifs -have-kesn-liise =

“Buntyn?T 0x was John pesliaps “the éon of Thoniaa afd Miss Buntyn, a slip of one

generation? Thirdly, we du not know fur cartain thaet Col. William had four brothers,

elthough_thz guthor. psrsonally .belisves -that he-did. Fourthly,-in-any-case only

two brotners were kilisd al king's Touniain, not thTez,

RuXKEX Howovsr, the strnn"cut .argu..mnt ngumat this theory is thut thorns is

reeremm—en— NO -mention. whatsosver.- of.any Thomes . Edmondeon .or-Edminton -in-Augusta County records-————

until late in tho eightcanth centiry, Although the state ©f ths Totords ¢oaa Rot

make this conclusivo, it must still count st-ongly.

All..in-all,.-the-best wo-cen-do-here.-is-to-loave -g-small-door- apen, —We—-hope

that somaone will check out tho BUntyh fandiy in €ime; perhaps some evidence will

eppaar. | ﬁ:.nally, even if we were inclined to sccept this thoory, which we are

not, it-would .etill-nct be proof, .and .we. regrat-that -Mr.-Lemiston.-cited no

authorities Vor his theofy,

2. Thomas Cdmondson and Ruth Offutt. A note in the Callaway Pupers, ::pp«.arcr*tly

from & researcher. namad. Kate J. Henley,-states that-William.Edmiston-Sr. ,-John--

Edmiston, and Thomas were brothers, sons of Thomas Edmonston and Ruth 7 Affut_t (sic)’

of Haryland. John is :!.ﬁcnt.xf:.ed a8 tha John wha dlld in 1771 (the probabl: father

. — of Col. N;ll:_.m), snd Thowas is paid.-to have gone to Ksntucky-with no- further rc..ord.—v————--

" There ie no authentication for any of "this in the notus.

——— —— — T p— o —— e e e . e e e e ————y as - — e e e e e Pt e

Tha most sttractive feature of thic theory is that it mekes __\'c'illi_.am'E'dmistcm‘ L

—_——— e emlue .
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Sr. @n uncle of Col. Williem, a relationship which Juidge Redmond S, Cole fzvorad

.ﬁ and wh.u:h soens thu best wuy to uxplu:.n the clossness of tho two fumilies. As
' . for thc Thomas who wenl to Knntucky,_ if he was o_f'_tt_\e; g:.-na_rqt:..cgl_'l of William $r,

-

-w--i--gnd John, bo was~an extraordinarily early pivneer in-the wildernmes., -—-

As for a Thum.s Edmonaton whu marr:.nd ftua1“0“futt, this is usually thought

to.bo the son of Archibald Egmonston I cf Prince George County, This Thomas o R

- T jwas allegodly born "in” 1fl8—which~would-make -him -the- all-time -champion of

pracucx ._y to be the grandfother of Col, Williem, born in .1.7..141 Hnwr:vnr, nothing

pArcluding _the marrisge, seems to be known of ihe Thomes of l{lS. _IB

—— ._-_,dnfma_t

T —tharz"pErhaEse -ncthe‘"‘ThDrn..s Edmonston-in-Marylend-of—an-nerlier—genzration?—

Ic this perhasps a gurbled vercion of Thumse Cdmiston end Miss Buntw?—-iﬁ_gﬁiﬁ

——&ccounts, . some_connsction dis_indicated with the Prince George County Edmanstons,

v

T Tfor VMoo Edniston'saecount refereto-the—land -in-Washington;Di—Ci~which -the

heirg of Thumat could allegedly z=rig redlaim from the government, and this is a

B ____ recurrant. siory_in_the_ descendunts of Archibald.

T T T AGaLn, the bast woTedn TdoTisTtuleave @ smalleoor-opon-and to -say- that

it is incdesd possible that thers wasm Thamas who was the grandfathcr of Col.

————.William,. Alse, that._ it is indesc! possible that there is_soms connecticn betwsen .
i ‘the Virginia Valley Edmistonsand-Archibiald ‘Edmonstormof -Prinee -George County-«but--——— ——

the connection cannot be through the children of Archibald,
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THE EARLY EDNONDSONS OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA .
PART II

A\

{

-

In pur last iseue, wa broke off in the middle of discussing what we called
some "mythe" about ths ancestry of the early Edmondsons of Southwest Virgigia.

There is one more to be added.

3. Thomas Edmnndéon and Martha Campbell

In @ much read article written over thrae score years ago, lrs. Sarah

1
Chesney, & granddaughtsr of Sally Edmondson Beattie (1790-%866), thirtesnth child

of Colonel V¥William Edmondson, gives an account of her family.(lu After a short

and not very accurate account of tha Scotch Edmonsone (her epelling), she says:

Among those leaving Scotland on account of dissensions caussd by differences
in religion were Thomas Edmonson and his wife, Martha Campbelle, according to
tradition in one family, thezy were both of prominent families, he a youngexr
son of a nohleman, sha a daughter of Duke of Argyle. They locateé in Penn-
sylvania, early in the aighteenth century, =nd togethar with other Scottish .
femilies, notably Montgomerys, Campbells, Buchanans and Kenedys formed an
intelligent thriving community. Thexe was established a Presbytsrian church
called the Abingdon church in 1695 in the same county. Afisr soms years

rasidence here, Thomas Edmonson removed with his family to Cecil county,
Mazryland, whars their son William was born in 1724,

This son William ia of course Lolonal William,.

The objections te this account are similar to earlier criticisme: Colonel
William was definitely not born in 1724; Colonel William's father was John,
not Thomas; no proofs are c1tmd at all.

I might add that Martha Camphcll ie 8 resiless spirit who haunts Colonel
William's family, Hetty McEwen has her as the first wife of Colonel William
himaclfsll most certainly untrue unless tho stalwart colonel was thrae times
married, Prentess Perry Edmiston has her marrying a William who died in 1782
and how was a son of David Turk Eémiston.(lz RIESEEMN Parhapa vitimately we

will locats an Edmondson marriage which balongé to her znd she will be sble

10) Sarah Ellan Jamss Cheaney, "Edmonspns-James", Raddoter of the Kentucky
State Historical Society, Januaxy, 1903, pp., 48=53.

11) Mrs. Hetty Montgomary McEwen,"Annals of the Edmiston Family", Feb. 1869,
(typuscript)availablu in copies in many places, Original not located)

12) P, P, Edmiston, op. cit., p. 4
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to cease hexr rsstlsss wanderings. However, itm may be that sha doas not balong
to the Edmistons at all: Judge Cole points out that soma records make her
the mothar of Robart Campbuil Kennedy (iTEl-lBlS) who married Esthar Edmiston
(1766-1823), thirxd child of Colonal Nilliam.(la Thus, she was Mra. Hatty
McEwen's patwsrnal grandmother, and Hrs. McEwen's account has just mixed up
grandmothers. Judge Cole's comment ic a good aummary: "If eventually it
could be shown thet Mrs. McEwen had a great grandmothar namsd Martha Campbell

and two grandmothers of the sames name, she would certainly be voted @ place

in 'Beliove it or Not'.!

% & % N # # K K X 4 ®

What are we to meke of these storiea? Only that there just may be a
Thomas Edmondson somewhare in the background of the Virginia Valley Edmondsons.
There are intermeting clues to follow up here: whers was the church called
Abingdon, if there was cne? What can wa find about the Buntyn family?

Was thare @ William Edmiston borm in 1722 or 17247 If so, which ons of the
Virginia Valley Williams was hz, if he romoved thers? :
Now let us turn to the facts about the earliest Edmondeons tao locate

in western Virginia and sea how far they will take us,

I. David "Tuek" Edmiston

On 24 July 1740, before justices Robert Slaughter, James Pollard, Henry
Fiold, Samuel Ball, Morgan Morgan, and John Lewis, David Edmiston appeared and
made oath that hs importad hiimeelf, Isabella, Jesse, John, William,. Rachsl,
David, Moses Edmiston, and Jeasse Golasby and Jamea-Daleg of Iraland to
Philadnlphiﬁ and there to this colony. ({Orange County Virginia, Order Nook,

I1, 208). On the sams dats, ha was granted ZER 350 acrss inw Beverly Manorsl4

The older reserrchers persistently refer to this David as David "Turk"
Edmiston, for ressons which ars nowhere stated, Thore was a Turk family
in Augusta County and thers may be soma family tradition hers of a middle
name which might denots a matemal connection. Howsver, middle names ars

rars this early, and the official refarences to David do not usa a middle name,

13) Redmond S. Cola, ®"Thae Wivass of Colonel William Edmiston®, Typescript,
25 Sept. 1939 )

14) Lyman E2283¥ Chalkley, Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish Settlzment in
Virginia, III, 306, All rofarences from hera on will be from XS
Chalkley unless otherwise indicated.




and we may be dealing only with a nicknams.

Thare ars a few other references probably ta this David Edmistaon.

On 10 Decembar 1745, William Wright was appointed constabla in his place in
Samuel Gay'e company (I, 13). On 19 February 1745/6, David presented an
unspecified claim to the county court (I, 15). Ha witnecsed a dsod for 100
scres from Moses Thomson to James Edmiston on 20 February 1745/6 (III,254),
the James probably being David's son. The uesd was proved on 15 April 1746.
David and Thomas ZZX Stevenscn were appointed procsssioners from Alex Blain's
to Captain Samuel Gay's on 3 Ecptember 1747 (II,433), and they reported on
7 March 1747/8 (1I, 435) and again on 12 March. On 17 August 1748, David was
appointed overseer of a road from Tikkling gpring to Stuart and Christian's
road (I, 36), On 19 October 1746, leave wa; given to build a place of worship
near David's farm (I, 37).

David apparsntly died early in 1751, for on 28 May 1751, Isabella and
James Edmondson posted bond as execcutors for his sstate (III, 21). Appraisal
of the sstate wac recorded by William Finley, William Jonston and Samuel
McCune on 27 August 1751 (III, 22). No record of a will exists, nor of
burial; and the only other reference is a later one, 1765, to a tract of
200 acres formerly known as Elk Run Corner which was surveyed for David
Edmiston (IIX, 426}.

. This is a most skeletal eccount of a men. When was he born? My guass
would ba c. 169D, a dats based on the possibility of his boing the grandfather
of Colonel William, born in 1732, If his son James wsre of age in 1746, zs
indicated by tho deed from Moses Thomson, this agein points to a birthdate
a$ least as sarly as 1700. Presumably he was born in Ireland.

lsabella was hia wifs, as is indicated in a deed by Jamas, his son and
heir, and Isabella, his "relict", to Hugh McClure 20 August 1752 (II11,306).
The original 350 acres deeded to David were here passed on by his administratore
to McClurs. I have a reference, source not indicated, that Hugh McClure married
Agnes Edmiston in 1755. Was Agnes a daughter of Jamos? A sister? As for
Isabella, thers is no indication of her maiden name, although some epeculation
has made her a Buchanan. Ths reforence to her in 1752 is the last one, end
60 we do not know when she died.

What of David's children? Probably the other Edmietons mentionad in his

importetion proceedings are children--and 350 acres would be right for & man

with six children at 50 scres for each.




11, Josse, son of David Turk Ecmiston

I am reasonably sure that this is a misreading for James, and that
ihero was no Jesse at wll, Thers are no records of a Jesso Edmiston at this
time, nor does the name =ppear in any branch of the family until very much
latex, As will be sgen &ircctly, wa ere pas&iVu that there was a James.

II1. James, son of David Turk Edmiston

James was of age 2t the time of his father's death in 1751, and
thersfore must have been born by 1730 or before. Ffrom his position in
the importation proceedings (if we insert James instead of Jesse), he would
be the eldest son, which is further indicated by his serving as administrator
of his father's estate.

Tracing this Jzmes presecnts problems, since there are at least thres
Jamas Edmistone in this generation-—-—James, son of David; James, son of
Robert; and James, son of Matthew. This leaves quite a few refcrences in
the reecords uncertain, but some of them can be connected to this James with

reasonable certainty. e
<t

He probably was deeded 100 acrcs "east eide south River Ehanando;} on
the Rad Banks" in 1745, by Moses Thompson, since David witnosses the deed.
(ITI, 254}. As we have geen, he and his mother, acting as administrator's
of his father's estate, deeded 350 acres to Hugh FMcClurs 0420 Audust 1762
(III, 306}. 0On 23 May 1755, Agnes Edmondson released her dowasr in 350
gcres from her husband to Hugh FcClure ¥EX (I, 67. Chalkloy seys to
Hugh "McCleave™ but this ie & misreading).

This lest gives us a wife for Jamss—Agnes, probably Thompaon.

The will of William Thompson of Tinkling Spring, 4 Juiy 1774, mentions Agnes
Edmondson ss one of his daughtsrs. Cole and others have made Agnes the
wife of Robert Edmondson, but the latter's will mentions wifa Jaan, and it
scems much easier to leave the lady with her name of Agnes and put her here.
As mentioned befora, I hava a reference that Hugh McClure married an Agnes
Edmondsan in 1755: who is she? A sister of James? A daughter of James?

If the lat¥er, we would have to move his birthdate a good ddal earliar,

On 17 HMarch 1757, James deeded the 100 acres from Moses Thomson to
Alexandsr Henderson (III, 347). 0On 10 August 1764, James and Agnes doeded
140 acres on the North Brench of the James, "part of the tract wherson James
Edmondson now lives" (I1I11,413). Ths deed was not dnlEKVerad to Welch until
1783, the year of James' death. e

Jomes apparently died in 1763, for Cole cites a will of that year,
mentioning wife Agnes, son David, dauphters Jean and Sarah, grandchildren

Elizabeth, Agnes, Jean and Sgrah Tedford.
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XStowart 18 Dacember 1790. (III, 422)
20 August 1765. John and Mary Stewart to Samuel Stesl, 148 acres of

. Hordcn s, Tract. Hztncssas. Hllllam Edmlston, Samucl Eﬁnuston, John e s e

D A Edmston (III 427) ¢

20 May 1965, Jahn and Margsret Edmiston to John S Stﬂwnrt, ‘132 4cres -, ., -
** in Pordents Tract, corner John Stewart, corner Williazm Edmiston. Witnesesg:,

]

ROV - '-.“b'.-.u.»d

A

‘—n.«-o

e m—r oy -

o ‘._,...u- -y

st

e

el

et L TR CwTa o -“- ol ) "{':1"-_'I.‘- ,,J"‘ TR NI

R N TR AL I A A TeAb e A S ore A S

LR
A

T St &l R ! *’ ‘:E'
20 August 17o5 Samual and Mary Steel to Robcrt bt;nl 2itPepmernine

34 acres. Delivered to Robert Steel, August Court, 1770 (IIL, 427)
The meaning of these transsctions ie indicated in another sntry:
20 August 1765, dedimus to takes a deposition of John Edmondson, about to
lcn;- the Colony (I, 122). John was apparently selling off his land bsfore
he loft. Why he was leaving is unknown, and it is not certain that he did
lepave. Our last reference is that his death abated an unepecified suit,
23 August 1771 (I, 164). We then put his death at eround 1771,

..~= _ One othe pieca of evidence fills in the picturs. Judge Benjamin
Estill wrote to this historian Lyman Draper on 21 Augdst 1845(17)conccrning
ths judge's stepfather, Samuecl Edmiston, brother to Colonel William, He
mentions that thare were four brothers and a brother-in@law, including
Colonel William, at King's Mountain, of whom threc wers killed. He says that
Colonel Willizm was the eldost son, Samuel the next, and that thsir father
ownsd only twom or three hundred zcrss in Rockbridge County, and so tha sons
went west to seek their fortunes. Thof father's farm was on Wardlaw's Cresk
in Rockbridge County and it passed to a daughter who married a Steel. Thus,
the 1765 desd to Samuel Steels may wsll mark the transfer of Lolonel William'
father's propetty to hia son-in-law. How the Stewarte fit inte the picture,

',.or how to explain the other transactions of 1765, is not clear,

Therafoxe, John's wife was named ifargaret. What becams of har or

“ 1 wiwsweiam what her maidsn name was ie not clear. She may ba the Margaret

Edmondson who .eigned the call to the Reverend Charles Cupmings in 1772;
thie call came from ths combined congragations of Ebbing and Sinking Springe
on the Holston River, Fincastls County, and was signed by Robert Edmiséﬁn,
William Edmiston, Samusl Edmiston, Margarst Edmiston, and Joehn Edmiston.

Margaret apparently signs naxt to John} amg since wives &o not sesm to sz?

the call, this may indicate her status as a widow with har own houseshold, o

-

]

AP

18) Summers, Annals, 1354-5.

g
1 17) Draper Manuscripts, Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison, & ZZ 17.
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What of the chiléren of John and Margaret?
1} Williem, later Colenel William, b. Cecil County, Marylend, 27

D .
K88 T1736/7 (somo say 1734), died Washington County, Virginis, 30 July 1822,
(19},

His =on Andrew, in a letter to Draper, said that the colonel was born in
Cecil County in 1734. The colonsl himself deposad in 1R06 that he would be

70 or 71 years old on 27 Bctober 1606 (II, 272). Ho marricd first, Margarst

Montgomery, and meszzsiy she died 27 January 1779(20 Hic second marriags,

on 5 May lTBllewan to Elizabsth Kennedy, who 6ied 18 November 1021522

According to listings gleoaned by Judga Cole from two copBss of tha family
Bible, he had 14 or 15 children, as follows:

1- Mzrgarst, b, 16 Feb. 1762, d, 1848, Clinton, Miss., HMarried, 1),
1778, John lontgomery, killed by. Indians, no issue. 2} Robert Harrell
{(Harreld, Herold). Iasus.

2» John Montgomery, b. 21 Feb. 1764, d. 22 Jan. 1813, at the Rattle of
the River Raisin, in Kentucky. Married, 10 Sept. 1799, Margaret
Robinson {Robertson) Montgomary. Issue.

3~ Esthai, b. 12/13 April 1766, d. 1823, Columbia, Tenngﬂéaaa. Married,
10 March 1785, Robert Campbell Kennedy. Issus.

4- Samuel, b. T Dac. 1766, d. 21 or 25 Sept. 1821, Williamson County,
Tanneseese. HMarried, Davidson County, Tenn.,, 23 May 1791, Alice (Nesllie)
Degn. Issue.

5~ Robert,ERSE¥ b, 24 May 1771, d, 1E11-1820. HMarried, 1793, in North
Carolina, Susan Hannah, Issue,

6~ Thomas, b. 4 Aug. 1773, d. 25 Oct. 1822, ¥ashington County, Virginia.
Married 9 Sept. 1800, Margaret Buchanan. Issus.

7- Mary Elizsbeth, b. 22 Jan, 1776, do 7 . Married 1), 25 Sept. 1795,
Samuel Gilliland, Issue, 2) 8 May 1605, Rev. Ebenczer McEwen. Issum.

8- Martha (Patsy) Montgomexy, b. 25 Jan. 1777, d. ? . Married 9 April
1799, James Gillespia. Issum.

By the second wife:

9- Williem B., b. 5 May 1781, d, 1B53,Shelby County, Tenn, Twice married,
the first wife unknown, tho second, 10 Jan. 1819, Elizabeth Ann Botaler.
Issue by both marriages,.

10— Andrew, b. 3 Aug. 1783, d. 2 Feb, 1847. Married Jana Campbell Bowen.
Issue.

19) Draper Mss, 10 DD 56.

20) From a DAR record in the Newbesrry Library, Chicago. This record puts this
first marriage on 19 April 1761l. No authorities for either date cited.

21) From a lettor of Mrs, Anna Rogers Hutton (descendad from #6, Thomas) to
Mia. Callaway. -

22) Br=REasin EC-:{MOnr( g-c’ech..c.h Cc[c. r{g ﬁr\c:lf\a ru..t( Ema( d"F
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11~ General William Campbell Edmiston (his name, not a title), b. 18
Nov, 1785, d. 11 July 1847, Lincoln County, Tenn. Married Elizasbeth
(Bstsy) Stowart. Issus.

12~ Elizabeth {Detty, Betsy), b. 2 Feb. 1788, d. Mamphis, Tenn., 7 .
Married, 5 May 1B08; Johnathan Smith. Issue.

13~ Sarah (Sally), b. 31 July 1790, d. after 1679. Married 5 Sspt,
1ell, Jobn Boattie. Issua.

14~ Catherine (Kate) Moffett, b. 12 March 1795, d. 10 Janusry 1856,
Married 20 January 1821, Robert Jones. Issus.

15—~ Anna Kennedy, b, 9 April 1798. Listed only in one copy of a
family Bible seen by Judge Cole. If she existed, she probably died
young, since no mention is made of her in the colonsl's will or in
@ digtribution of his lands made eome time before his death.

2) Sanuel Edmiston, b, 3 May 1738, Cecil County, Maryland, d. 1B08,
Hashington‘E;:;;;, Virginia. He married first, Elizabeth Edmiston, deughtexr
of David Edmiston and Margaret Donnell of Cecil County,Maryland. Second,

. after 1782, Catherine (Kitty) Moffett, daughtoer of John mnffutt and Mary
Christian, widow of Benjamin E£still (d, 1782}, The children are probably
all by the first wife:

1- John, b. c. 1760, d. c. 1826, Married Barbara Hayes, Issue.

2~ VWilliam. Probably disd early and unmarrisd.

3- David. No record. Probably died early and pogsibly unmarried.

4~ Mary, m. 20 Oct. 1B06, Samuel Robinson.

5- Samuel, No record, Probably died early and unmarried.

6- Martha, d, before 1822. Married 13 Oct. 1791, William Gilmore

7- Margarat. Married Williem Watson. Issus, ' o

3) 'Robert, known as Lieut. Robert Edmiston Sr. Killed in 1780 at

King's Mountain. Married Mary, poobably Montgomery. No issue,

4) Andrew, b. 17527, d. 7 Oct. 1780, killed at King's Mountain.

Married Ann@ Edmiston, suppossdly the daughter of Thomas Edmiston (Blind Tom)
and psrhaps Margaret Buchanan, She marrisd sscondly William Pattsrson and
had further issus, By Andrew, har® childrsn were:

l- Margaret. Married 5 Nov. 1B00, Robert Gillespie.

2= John, b, ¢. 1774, d. c. 1830, Married 31 Oct, 1799, Martha (Mattia)
Moora. Issus.

3- Martha, m. 7 July 1795, Williem Edmiston, son of Moses and Rachel,
Iesus,

To these, we can add with reasonable cartainty:
5) Mary (from the deeds of 1765), marrisd Samuel Steela. Issue probabla.
-1 would alsu like to suggest adding anothar son, for reasons too-lengthyg to

reacount hersa:
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6) ﬂEEEJ d. Davidson County, Tenn., 1B15/6. Married first, c. 1770,

to Sarah Edmiston, daughter of David Edmislon and Mergnrnt Donnell of Cecil
@b County, Maryland; second, to Jennet Duncan, daughter of Andrew Duncan.

The story of this John is ‘extremaly complicated, and the second marriage ie
highly dubious snd should betr treated only as a speculation, Issue, by
both marrimges probably:

1— David. Died, Davidson County, Tenn., 1816. Married Mary.

2— Robert. HNo record.

3- John, b. 19 March 177L, disd 1630, Davidson County, Tenn.y Marzied
flary Buchanan. Issus.

4~ Elizgbeth. Unmarried in 1G611.
5~ Jene. No recoxd.

6~ Mary (Polly}, marrisd Davidson County, Tcnn., 22 July 1807,
Samuel Darnes.

7- Margaret, b. 23 Jan. 1773, d. 6 July 1830. Married Szmuel Bell.
Issue, among them the statesman and presidential candidate John Bsll.

0~ Szrah (Sally), married 12 Juns 1802, John Davis.
9~ Jamos (hypotketical only), d. 1615

S .,
RETE2EY Bno source EMEKY also lists:

e? 7% Ruth. No authority is given, nor is there eny record that I know

of for this lady.(ga

Finally, Cole caught faint rumors that there might alsc have bien.a soni
8} Thomes. Thoras is a Thomas who died in 1799 in Washington County
(Will there, 17 December 1799). His will mentions his wife Margarst, his
daughters Sarah and Mary, and his adopted son William Edmiston Buchanan.
Cole thought that this might be “Blind Tom", father of the Ann Edmiston
who marrisd Ensign® Andrew (John's fourth child). On the other hand,
this Thomas' daughter Sarah married James Hand in 1803--which presents a
long gap h:igguu Ann's marriags about 1770 and makes the iwo girls appear
to ba of differsnt generations. But Thomas did serve as an administraetor
A !hy of Eneign Androw's cstats (and also of Captain William Edmiston's estate).
[ This is & problsm for fuller discussiocn at soma later date.
(/'1F_,——””f- Thus we come to the end of the known or guessed-at children of John.

q,jﬁ It is worth noting that tho eldsst son of Colonel VWilliam, what appesrs to

., 2@) S. Cameron Edmiaton, Genealogy of a Branch of the Edmiston Family,
Pll
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tha eldest son of Samuel, end the only son.of Andrew are all named John. Here
again, the pattern of naming thc first-born for his graendfather is most
apparent. .

Was this John tha son of David Tu;?? Chronologically, it seems that
he ought to be. His birthdate of c. 1710 would go woll with our speculations
on David Turk. There does not seem to be any other John around to take over
as David Turk's son. Kany Tesearchers have gone shead to state positively
that John must be David Turk's son.

2% And yet, many of us have reservations, based on a strange feeling
that thie is not the right relationship somehow. There is na conclusive
eavidence one way or another: the major evidence for making John the son of
David is tho chronological fit and the geographical proximity. On the other
hand, David's importation proceedings indicate that he brought his brood to
Philadelphia and thence to Virginia, wheraas John definitely stayed a while
in Cecil County, Marylsnd.

More significant to my mind is the fact that John'e children seem to
avoid ths name David more than one thinks they should. Jobn hsd, agi'far as
we know, no son David, even though he had four or five sons. Colonel William
had scven sons to name, but not one of them is a David. To be sure, both
Samuel and Johﬁ II had sons named David—=but in both cases, the namo could
have come sbout because of a matamal grandfather, snother David Edmiston
(not to sp=zk of a maternal uncle named David who left hie estate to his
nephews). This is flimsy evidence, but it does seem as though this branch
of the family had no reason to make much use of the name David. It might
also be significant that the name James is similarly little used, although
David's first-born was given that name. '

All that we can say in conclusion hers is that we don't know. John
may or may not be the son of David Turk. Perhaps instaad ha is the san of
a mysterious Thomas, as would seem to be indicated by some of our "mythe"
explained earlier. .
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‘Part III
THE EARLY EDIMONDSDI'S GF SOUTHHEST VIRGINIA P 1

= V. Villiam, con of D:vid Turk Edmisteon,

There have be.n many times when I wishzd that the Edmiston femily bad
never discovered the name William. From 1750 on, there ere s great numbher
of roferences to William Edmistons in Chalkley, but it is next to impossible
to straighten out which one is which, for there WS more than one William
Edmiston in Augusted County early. Later, thcre are no less thareh thrze
William Edmistons @n the egarly settlement of Washingtoen County, all of about
the same period., In the light of this confusion, about the bzet w= can do is
to list what we know about th= verious Williams gnd leeve it pasible that on=
of them is tha son of David Turk Edmiston:

1. Williem Edmiston Szanior

If the John Edmiston just described is indeed the son of David Turk
Edmiston, then there would ke a strong poseibility that William Edmiston Senior
is also a son. Many researchers, inclueding Judge Cole and your author, believe
that there was a close relationship between the family of Colonel William, son
of John, and the family of William Senior. The earliest clear reference to
William Seoior comes in 1775 when he was deeded 237 acres between the middle
and south forks of the Holston by Colonel Hilliam.(z4 Whether this marks the
first appearance of William Senior in Virginia is uncertain, but it would seem
more probsble that hz came on from Augusta County with other members of tha
family to share in the large grant made to Colonel Williem for his service
in the French-Indian War. At the same time that William.Senior recsived his
land, Colonel ¥William =ke» deeded land to bie brothur Robert, and alao- to
various members of-the Buchsnan family.

Williom Edmiston Senior matried Agnec Holmes, according to universal
family tradition as yet unproved. H: presumebly was born not later than
ebout 1730, cince his first child was born in 1753, He died in Washingion
County late in l%BB or carly in 1789.(25 Since all his children were efparently

. of age at the time of his death, it may be that the eldest child was born prior
to 1753, and it geemc likely that he was older than Colonel William (born in

1736},

24) Lewis Preston Summers, Annals of Southwsst Virginia, 1769-1500, {Abingdon,
1929), MBS 643, 64T.

25) His will is dated 25 Decomber 1788 ond was provaed li) Februsry 1789.

He mentions wife Agnes, children Jumss, Willizm, John, Samuel , Robert, Thomas,
Hﬁrgeret. Executors: William Ecmicton Esqg., son John, Matthew Buchanan,
Washington County Will Book I, 143,summarized in Summsrs, 1347.




The children of William Edmiston Senior are ns follows:

1- Robert Ecmiston, known as Lt. Robert Jr., born 1753, died in
Davidson County, Tenn., 16 Fébruary 1816. Like all the descendants of this
branch, he uscd the spelling "Edmondson'. He waa at King's Mountzin and
sarved bn other campzigns as well. He marricd Isabells Buchanan, glcdest
doughter of Capt. Andrew Buchanan and Joannah Hay. Issue: l- William;

2- Agnes; 3- Jeno, m. Peter Wricht; 4- Andrew Jéckson; z2nd probably,
5~ Nancy Holmes, m, Jemea Titus; &- Rebecca, m. James Titus as his third
wife; T— Issbella, unmarried; and 8- Joannzh, m. Gsorgo Titus.

2- Thomass Edmiston, b, 25 July 1759, d. Davidson County, Tcon,.,

2 Augu;t 1824, Married 24 April 1782, HMartha Buchanan, daughter of Robert
Suchznan. Issue: 11— Willizm; 2- Robert; 3- Nency, m, William Benge;

4— Elizgbeth, m. Sterling Davis; 5- Samual; 6- Martha, m. Hilliam Whitos;

T- Eﬁthar,?éannctt White Smartt; 8- Rachael Shelby, m. James Powell Thompeon;
9- Louise.Ann, m, ‘Frazox Tituc; 10—~ John Black; 11— fary, m. William
Fdmondcon, =on of Lt, Robert Edmaondson Jr. )

3- Elizobeth Edmiston, m. Mztthew Buchanan, son of Captain Andrew and
Joannah Hay. Issue: 1~ Andrew; 2- Sémuel; 3- Nancy, m. William Parks;
ﬁL William; 6: Joanna, m. Moses Buchanan, Jr.; 6- Jane or HEES®L. Janett,

m. Coll James Edmondson; 7- Isabelle, m, William Graham; 68— Fartha, m.
John Keys; 9- Margaret, m. John Moore; 10- Mary, m. Robert Keys.

4- Major John Edinondson, d. Washington County, Virginia, c. 18135.
Married Mary Buchanan, daughter of Captein Ancrew and Jaeannah Hay. Issue:
1- Joennah, m. Andrew E. Kelly; 2- William; 3- Andrew; 4- Samuel;  5-
Nency, m. Samuel Graham; 6~ Elizsbeth, m, Thomas Todd; 7- Martha, m. Andrew
Edmondson, grendson of Andrew brother to Col. William; 8- Polly, m. Hardy
Riegs; 9- S=lins, m. John Surbef; 10~ Jzne, m. Jobn Rose; 1ll-Margaret, unmarried.

5~ William Edmondaon, MW b, c, 1765, d. Williamson County, Tenn.,
1832, Married before 1793, Frances Boyd, daughter of XFe=xe#f Robert Boyd.
Issue: 1- Ann, m. Edward H. McNeill; 2- Metilda, unmarried; 3- Isabella,
unmarried; 4— Robert Boyd; 5- Thomas {the author's gr:tt—grandfather){
6~ Thisbe; 7- Mary J., m. John B. Miles; B- Julia G., m. William Floyd.

G- Samuel Edmondson. No record. Sunposedly moved to Tenneesee.

7- Jamos Edmondson. No record. Supposedly also in Tennecsee.

8- Margaret Edmondson, b. c. 1774, d, Tennesses, 1B568. Married 12
March 1795, John Suchanan, son of Captain Andrew and Joannah Hay. Isaue:

1- Nancy; 2- Anna, m. T. Ennis Murray; 3-— Eliza, m., Thomnton Corner
Tulloze; 4- Thoaan; 5 Payne; 6- Joseph; B§- Recbecca; 4% Eleanor; &=
9= John Jr.
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Additionally, some suthorities list: 9- Andrew, and 10- Jane, neither of
whom are mentioned in Willizm Sonior's will and neither of whom are of any

record elsewhere.

2. Captain Williaom Edmiston

Captain William is sonetimes ceid to have beenM@ born in Cecil County,
Faryland, in 1734. I rzgard this datc with some skepticism, since it seems
very probably to be borrowed from Colonzl William. The birthdetes of
the ceptain's chilcdren would indicate a birthdzte for him closer to 1750, unless

he marriod late. He married Elizubeth, eccording to someg-rumors-herself an .

-

__Edmondson.~ He was killed at King's Mountain in 1780;—— " - - - bk

a o . ~
R M e

" Captain Williem is in a sense the most mystcribuglof-thé three Williams
of Washington County, Virginia. The cnrliest clear referonce to him, prohably,
cames in 1775, when he witnessed the desd from Cdlonel William to William Senior.
That he was wealthy is apparent from the later fortune?zgf his family and also
from his estate, which ruquired a bond of 15,000 pounds. Some have thought
him a éon of a Thomas Edmondson, and indeed, a Thomas was an administrator of
hiz estate. Note also that his cldest con was Thomas. Governor David
Campbell, who knew this family well, described him as & cousin to Colonel
William and his brother5527 From thks, we could speculate that John, William

enior, and this Thomas were brothers--but this is only speculation.
The children of Captain William wero:
l- Martha, b. 1772, d. 1839 or 1859, m, 1794, William G. Boyd, son
of Robert Boyd.
2-- Margaret, b. 30 Sept. 1774, d. 11 May 1839, m,.1789, Samuel Wilson.
.3= Thomas, b. 13 April 1779, d. Davidson Countyk Tenn., 26 Jan. 1834,
m., Agamtha Perkins.
Elizebeth, the widow of Ceptain William, seems to have married a
Daan after the untimely death of her first husband. |
3. William Edmiston of Rockbridge,

Wa know little of this gentlkaman other than that his will was dated
23 February 1779 and filed 5 fFebruary 1782. It mentions children: 1- William,
2- Robert; 3- John; 4- Isabel; 35- Ann; 6= Mary; 7- Elizgbeth, Of thesc,

26) Summers, 1064.

27) William Henry Foote, Sketches of Virginia, Second Saries,(Philadalﬁkia,less),
Ps 115,




it is believed that Jdohn may hzve merried Jennet Duncen and that Elizabeth
may have married William Puebius. Other than that, noihing futther seems to
he known obout this family. Unforiunately, with the dearth of informaziion
é@ there is not even a clear piciurenﬁ of wﬁich génerﬁtion this William belongs
to, .

Which of these Williams, if any of them, is the son of David Turk
Edmiston is not certain. Ii should also be pointed cut that if Jobp, the
father of Calonel William, is the John who was scn of David Turk, then
the =ix yoear old futurc Colonel was with the family when they camz: might
he be the William mentioned in the importation proceedings?

VI. David, son of David Turk Edmiston

Lﬁ_(“'«
There is no further information on this man. Thunrecards of Augustea

County mention no David Edmiston after the death of Devid Turk. There is a
David Edmiston of the right generation in Cecil County, Mazxyland,, but he is
gaid to b= the son aof znother David.

VII. Moses, son of David Turk Lemiston

Moses is mentioned in the importation proceedings, and there is a

reference later to him as being one of the first cettlers on the Borden

tractsze Otherwise, the name does not turn up dntil 1778, when hz was
e& ‘deedad lend in Weshington County by one of the William Edmistonsszg From then

on, there are references from time to time, culminating in Moses' death in
1806, as indicated by his will in Washingten Countg?a

Thie raises the question as to whather the Moses 0%1740 and the Moses
who died in 1606 arm the same man. The children of Moses of 1806 seem to be
‘ ' born in the 1770's,
indicating a birthdate for the perents in the ME#EX 1750's. On the other hand,

Douglas Scott, a dascendant of Moses of 1806, argues that Moses of 1740 seems
to be the youngpst child, es indicated by his placemont in the importetion
linting; Therefore, he might have been & child in 1740 and could still be
the Moses of 1006.

At any rete, the Mosee of 1806 was survived by his widow Rachel
(Thompson according to Prantecss Perry Edmiston), and left children: David,

John, Foses, William, Hannzh, Jeen, Elizabeth, Wency, and Rachel.

28) Deposition of John Stuart, 1605, Chalkley, II, 267
23) Summers, 997, ERZ 1275.
- 30) Washington County Wills, III, 11





