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ASHLAWN

On the east side of Highway 31, two miles south of Brentwood,
is a stately, three story, ten room brick house which was built
around 1820 by "a man named Christmas, who raised race horses."
It was later the home of Henry and Martha Hughes Zellner, who came
to Brentwood from Godwin, TN. It is not known if they were the
next owners after Mr. Christmas. At Mr. Zellner's death in 1901,
his only son, William James Zellner, who had married Sarah Rebecca
Alexander, moved his family from Thompson Station to his father's
place. James Zellner died in 1905 and the next year Ashlawn was
bought by Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Wizell, Sr., who made it their home
for more than 40 years. The bricks for the construction of this
home were made on the place and the stone for the massive gate
posts and mantels over the large fireplaces was quarried there.
The rooms are 20 ft. square and a wide hallway runs through the
center of the house. This hallway is rounded at the end, with a
curving stairway going to the third floor. 83 year old Mrs.
Rebecca James Boyd, a daughter of James and Rebecca Zellner, who
returned to live in the community in 1954, remembers well the
thrill of sliding down the entire length of this bannister! The
small, trim, brick building to the side of the house was an office,
which at one time was used as a school house for the children of
the neighborhood. Ashlawn is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stirton
Oman, Sr., of Oman Construction Co. which, among other things,
erected a telephone line from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, to
Fairbanks, Alaska, during WWII, had a part in building the AI-Can
Highway and more recently has finished constructing Oro Dam, in
California.

REFERENCES:
Rosalie C. Batson



ASHLAWN
Ashlawn was built in the 1830's by Richard and Mary Ann Smith

Christmas. She was the granddaughter of James Leeper of the
Cumberland Settlement and a sister of the wife of the builder of
Hadleywood on the 'adjoining plantation. The walls of handmade
brick are 13 inches thick and each room is 20 by 20 feet with 13
foot ceilings. The doors are pegged and many have the original
locks, which were made in London. All woodwork is yellow poplar
except the downstairs hall floor which is white ash. The handrail
and spindles of the three story winding staircases are cherry. The
staircase, which winds gracefully to the third floor, has no
visible means of support. Ashlawn has had several owners,

, including Montgomery Bell, a prominent TN ironmonger, who endowed
the Nashville school which bears his name. The house was restored
by Mr. and Mrs. stirton Oman and remains in that family.

Brentwood Brochure
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ASHLA WN

Ashlawn is a beautiful three-story house located on Highway 31, two miles south of
Brentwood. It's floors are made of ash and yellow poplar and it's stairway is made of solid
cherry. Ashlawn' s interior resembles the interior of the Hermitage.

Ashlawn has a long history. It was built by Richard Christmas soon after his marriage in
1832. Christmas, an impulsive man, made his living by raising race horses. The land came
to Richard and Mary Emeline Christmas from the Leiper land grant.

Captain Leiper was the first white man married in Tennessee. Soon after his marriage he
was killed in Fort Nashboro's Battle of the Bluff. Leiper never saw his daughter, who would
become the mother of Ashlawn's first mistress, Mary Emeline Christmas.

This death was the first of a long string of deaths. For soon Captain Leiper's young widow
died, leaving their daughter a young orphan. Mrs. Leiper died in an accident where a rifle fell
from it's rack and went off. The tragedies must have followed Mary Emeline Christmas to
Ashlawn, for in 1837 her baby boy, Richard, Jr. died. William, another son, while traveling
away from home with a large amount of money, disappeared from Earth without a trace. One
day in 1839, Richard Publicly announced that he was selling Ashlawn. He died only two years
later, which saved him the grief of knowing that his wife would die only a few months later
in a steamboat accident. Thus the tragedies ended.

Many people bought and sold the house. It was purchased by Montgomery Bell in 1850,
who didn't treat the house well. His servants started open fires on the floors, which destroyed
them.

Henry and Martha Zellner bought Ashlawn in 1871. David Lipscomb, founder of the
Nashville Bible School-now David Lipscomb College, married their daughter, Margaret Ophelia
Zellner. David Lipscomb's brother was William Lipscomb, founder of Lipscomb Elementary
School.

It was remodeled by Stirton Oman, who bought it in 1945.
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~ ASH LA WN dren, but made off with the pre. ..
~ '

tI' B V . i . M D . I B clous livestock and burned the'-'-~ y Irg nla c arue owman
few crops.

I Ashlawn. one of Williamson .
. County's n1ost beautiful and his- Early on the morning of April

:§ toric homes, is located south of 2, 1781, all inhabitants of Ft.
kI Brentwood on U.S. 31. Although Nashporough were busy. Wo-
t- this house is thoroughly adapt- men were milking children were .-
:i ed to modern living, it had its. , '
- b ' I . th I ' est da S rec1t1ng to the schoolteacher,
-J ( eglnnng In e earl y . .
~ , of the settlement of Nashville. Zachar1ah Wh1te, some of the
~ : Late in the spring of 1780 the men were off hunting, others

.: I socially starved pioneers at Ft. were in the fields when the In.

I&. Nashborough were treated to a dians attacked Those who were-.- wedding-that of James Leeper .
oJ ' and Miss Susan Drake, whose near enough to hear the shots
-< father and brothers were among dropped what they were doing
~ the first to arrive in the new and scurried for the sheltering
~ community. As the young peo- walls of the fort Zachariah
. : pIe stood ~efore James Robert. White ran out to fire at the at.
~ ; son repeating the age old vows~ I they became the first couple to tackers and fell mortally wound- ~
~ be married in this section of ed, but the encounter was brief!
~ Tennesseee. and the Indians soon fied, con- . -
~ lIt was a happy occasion, a tent with s~ealing Wh~t horses Unfortunately, this time prove,d
r brief surcease from the con. had been h1tched outs1de ready to--be different from Freeland s

stant anxieties and uncertain- for the day's work. A vigorous St:\tion. They had hardly disap-
0 ties they had known since leav- argument arose as to whether pen red ovcr the hill before hea~y
~ ing the safety of their homes. or not the men should go after firin;; broke out a~d the?' dls-

~ There was a wedding feast pre- them, some were for it-others covered they had rldtlen Into a
~ , pared by their friends f.rom opposed the risk. Finally, head. well devised u.ap. One group~ whatever game the~ had ~1lled ed by James Robertson, they sad- of Indi:lns had concealed. them-

\11. I and a marvel of mgenu1ty-a died up and rode out. Once be- selves near thc fort while an-
~ wedding cake baked by Mrs. fore when Freeland's Station - -

>- McNairy. This was something had' been attacked and horses
~ of a culinary triumph consider- stolen, they had ridden out in
~ ing she probably had neither just such a manner, frightened
:> suga~ nor flour. La~er there ~as the thieves away and returned
:I: danc1ng, ,but even m the midst with the horses. Pioneers to the
t- of ga,iety men, with guns in the Cumberland risked their lives

~ok of their am1S watched the every day. They were killed
- forest, foJ: Indians needed but milking, hunting, gathering nuts

a ID.omcnt's carelessness to wreck and picking berries, working in
their vengeance upon thc new thc fields, getting firewood, car-
settlers. rying water from the spring and -

During that first ycar only even in their .cabins, The num-
. erous traged1es did not stop

one man died a natural d~a~h; them, however, from doing the ..

all the other heavy loss of hfe things that made up their live~-
was caused by Indian raiding and part of this was to ride out'
parties who not only merclless- to rescue a stolen child, retrieve

I I k .ll d d h .1 pilfered livestock and drive off
l! y I C men women an c 1. . .

; - ,. troublesome and deadly ra1dmg
i names. , " -
i
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1 OllJl'r llit! flll'lli"1" ;1\';;1)" in h<,',vy I

, bru,:II, Af; ~()f':l :1'; lilt! \\-Ilitc , CC:1n: ] "" 1_\ ' r ,'" '., tl II . I' '" ,.' C ,lli,::'1(!U IC 1" ..',

11Iell\YCriJf:trl'!10)J;;113\\";I\'fl"olll Cli '
llll ' I r. ., } ' ,. tho~e :1" Fl.. N:t:;ll1Jt'rou~'h. It

-, "".SI1l.\"lV'I',\"I:r~'JO()t.- ." '

thl'slol'lc:ldc11IUt:cutcff,thI8 of l ' I "' ll ' I(I ' ' 1 t 1 1 1."I{I1(JV,111!I;ltl.r:\\"i,';~S{,~lS01!..',1
~, ' y, V"IS \\"1 11:;!i!:; 0 ('~CCH b ' '

'yo Up Opl.'IICtl 111"(:. Di;;111:1Veli l>v of 11' 1'
( 1"' 1] t . d ' OrCtt'rl~r, a SliJJlcII a:;~1 ~xp(:'ri- .

,. l ...1:1" 1!1l!:nrl a"~lln "
Ich a c(lnc('J1lr:ltc<l "ll:\cl,. tllC n1('11 l '

I-~ k 1 tl - l ' t " cnccu V,(J(I(I!:!n:III, tllal hc fou l:.~hl
, ' '7C( 11:Ir J\"('S oS,'!..'c:. . .

~ctllcrs JUI11P(,d dO\\"11 f1'Ol11 tllelr l'" r,il" C"
0111 "' I TI d I \\",.11 C"pt:1ln l";(,n J,O~:;;\II JI1 ~.J1C

. ,I . I ,l( <:S- lC r"'8 )C":' 11 '"
horses and tool, (:ovcr behInd Cu' t : 'I " ) ' '-

h -'" II "~' 'ilr for J.nd~p('l1<lcl1cc :111d came
T ,! , ;., 1,1(",:, one v one, ) oouy 0 ~. " i

trccs to rcIQ:ld. No sooner had 'Il1d "'~' J" t I ' d _1 ' l ' lo Jot, .,ag,loorough [1'0111 Kcno
l., ..' .,""-'I,alle,II1"lI1Cni tl , _. "

thclr rldcrs' \Vcl[;ht l::ft. thulr in 11", ~~

l 'f. ..., I " IIC ,yo vlthoul qucsllo~ hc \\':,..;
I . "," C ,-,_I~. 0 )('r1~on rc- I

bac1~s than tile hO!';;C5 bolted !"1~ I ' J-~ ( ' ""

I " J I tl I b!",v..~; hc \\.:IS ~s,ccm(~d l:,v :;~" ,""cI..lmY"1C 1"II'"dnoc! '

\villl thc :;::'V~1'CS n~(lrcr tllC fCl'l "
1at I T, h I, -. 'J C:., 1~:II1(:l"s of \hl~ Curllhcrli!!1<l f;':;~,

c. 'l' ...( 'YI\'~n ntl..II'I" 11in full pursuit. love of I 01." "" d - f - f' ." l!C!flcnt, He, ;t1pn;; \\ith G('(,!,;:c,

1 Sl'S an a CillO do"s 1 ] . .S . .,'. :mc {;J/::h J.('I\>,-'I", sl-',lcd tho:)
Thc ,vomcn 'vcrc cvidcntlv left US an Lecpcr mut:t ha\'c 1ookcd

C 1 ] I C l <" 1 I I - ,.' lI11IJf;rill:( OmjJ:lC an(. I~

with no
P I'olccliol1 CXCCl lt \\' 11.' t an..IOUSly at the men \v110 V;('l'C ,.. '

-' " s.oo,. re;id~' to SCI"\'C V:l1erl~ l'\"ur
thcy could <lfford tllcmselvcs ahlc to comfJ hack under thcir 1 ,. .. ,-, '. nc.!(,cG, <I man 3mO!~~ !-.I~n,
Along \\'Ith C:harlottc I{ohcrl'lo]I, 0\. n PO\' er and not sccm;; lIcr , ., ,.'. ,
tl1C'Y pccred ihrou!,:h unchin!,cd hushand gll'.l1ced \viih dread to- J!..\,11 c.ut do\\'n 111 hIS rrm~~,

pJflecs in lI1C 10gs but could scc \\'ard those \\'ho \';cre !)cinl; liur. as:L t~'plcal I'x:"l11l>l(~ of rL pIO-:

noll1ing but ribbons of gunsmolcc riedl~' draf:-~cd an:! half carried nccr t(1 tll<! trcachCro\l~ ~\ildcr.

rising throur;h thc dark cedars thc rem.Lining fe\\" fcct across ncss, h~ stood tall cnout!;11 \0 (':l~:t

and an occasional glimpsc of a ; the clcllring, Hcr h('art mLtst a 101;;_, !:hado\v across tl~c Stalc

rlderlc!:.~ ho;':;:1: willi reins dang- i l have thuddcd \\ith tcrror \vhen ~f ~ cl1n~sscI~. Thosc. \\"ho uicd
ling and stirrups flappill;; a.o: it shc s,:\V tIle blood sprcfldinl' 111 ~l1e clfol"t to c!'tabl:!:h 11 11"\\.
gallopcd tllis \va) and that to o:cr his \vo~'n buc!,sl;:ills and no- ,nnt~~n arc no I(~~!; \'"(11",tJ1~' of
c!:,capc lIlc circling s.Lvagc5, ~IC(,d thc pallo:. of his face ,\'hcrc i Pl":lll;~ tll1!11 t.I.IO:;U ,,'llo.l]vcd lo:

It \I'as not hidden und~r thc i contrIbute thCII' l:lll'nlg for lull;;" I

Thc dog5, fastencd In by I.hc I g.im" of glmpo\\.dcr. 'rile \\"omcn )"E':O: rs, C(1UI1t1Cf;iO ~'O\lI1;:: mE'11 :!nll '
i mcn bcforc :hey left, cla\~'cd the, \\-110 h(:lped opcn up the frclnticr \vomCI1, thcuf!h :::::rl~. dC::ld fr~m -".

bar1( covcrCQ \\".tll:5 and Jumpcd \\.erc spar(~ll liltlc \,hich lIlcir lI1C har!:h r(~,.1Ill(,s of front.lcr
around thc \v_omen, \vhining ~l1d 'mcn endurcd, lifc, nevcrt.h"le~!', h"C:IJ11f' thl' 1111. ! dcJ'c.:I 1h('.y C~!1"~ c!r;!;c to

barking in a frenzy over tile TI ~ I ' cestors of f'lmilic!: wItO!:c 8llili'l ing:, but ;;rOldu,J.il:,' a Ir;C'!
ncarncss of Indians. Thc veil" 1~ OS!!CS of this day provcd tics fnr i\\'o ccnlurir5 hav() h, ,-ii I n""", !;<:li.lc'r$ ~H\"(~ them 11~ 1. ' ver~'costl' N' l h' " - .c

of the settlers and blood-curdl. y, me ccn 01 S C s of mcsllJl1ablc valuc to .I\l11(.:ri,: fr~;:h (~(Jur1!!;c, I,il,(' :';ch. h f tl 1 . \vcre stolen but thc "'rc:atcst . " f 1-1" '.

mg'v oops 0 lC ndJans reach-
h ,t . co C1!, ,0 0 u cvcr:,.ol1c, \'"Iin on,")

.' Ul "vrLs tile lIves ' . .

mg thclr cars ove1. 1I1C con-
k ' ll d lost. Sc\clal Ru!:an DI 'Ii::" L( ' CI '/"' I ' ( ' I) ' l ! t' llll '
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bl'r1:1nl1. I..l {'Il; ~~;c r.!' SCV~11. 1 112. 1S3:!, ~\!ICll !;h(~ \\',!!; !;~VCI1.., ... '.' . ,
tccn :;11': 111:trl'I".d Alt~xI\TltI.,r 1-t:'~I" .-::!r". }.!,"""I1I: \':::~ h!arr,cd
811:lth on KO...clIl:.cr 2'),. 17!\8 and I i,) l:!cll::.ru (~lIri!;tl..13!$ by i;isllop

) \vitll tlli\l c"cnt the R1.II'I1~mC of C.tcy :1: St. I"111:r~ l:;pi~cop,L1
Lcipcr a!' f:lras clC~CClltlin!; frolll I Churl:h in J:-r:ml:Jirl.
her fatllcr '\.:I!; co:1ccrncd ;)a1:f:cd On hcI' t\vu h\IJldl'('d at'I'cs
into oblivioll. ,fron;. tllc JJCCpCl' P;1',111t thcy

Alc:,;tndcr Smith '\..I~ lhc slIn blli!t tllc tJcauti[lll brick hOl':;C
of Ro!Jcrt lind S:Jrah Clcmm(lns \vhicll is toclny o'\'l1cd l'~. ~Ir.
Smith \V110 ,vcrc nlso the par. . ~llld ~i.rl;. Stirtun Onl.tn. Rich-

Cllts of tllrcc d"u,-~lItcrl; all of I :I"d Cllristm:1S o\vnc'd land in
,\.110 mnrricd promincnt ll~(:n. I otl.cr !;t1ltCS and h.tcl a "\\intcr I possibll' t1J;'tt thc :;:tnlC wor1,-

N;II'CY !llId married Richard 'll0m~ in Mi$,;;i,;s:ppi. Storics ! mcn could U:1VC do:I';) both. 1.trs,
IIi:-~htf)'\'cr. ElizabcUI \..as thc !I:LVt' come do,vl1 (If his grcal ! Christm:1s usccl th~ tllird stOl'Y
\".jfc of John Criddle and Sarah's coach dra,\\'n by $i:-. l11al.ching as a SC\ving room, and r.. hu:.~e 1
husband \v:~s Cap'.ain J,ll.'xandcr' hm=,cs, (If hi~ fashionalllc clothC's tablc v,.hicll remained thcr~ into
}::..':ing ,\'ho had sctt.led just C:1.st and chul'min;; 111:1n11Cl'S. Thc this century v.'as thou;:rt to havo
of Frunldin on a ~rnnt of land I (~hri5lnla.'lCs u::I.'U thc h:g bricl. been tho ol1e shc \I.s"d in ('utting
rcceivcd for his scrvicc5 in thc hO\I;;C .oll1y as .t Sllmnler home the cloth.

Rcv01utionary War. living tllC rrsl of thc Umc in Amon'" the oulb uilc]in". J carM' . , . u u:' 1
In Aj)ril of 1782, ill an act! ~ JS,;I~S;r,pl, but .hCl'C Mar;.' thc rcsidcnc~ \,erc the outside

passed by the Lcgisl:Lturc of I FJI:1CIJIIC, '''as h;l.ppll~t clcse to kitchcn and ~Ir, Christm:ls's
Korth Caro!:na, land 'va!; grant, hl.'r fanlJJy. lll0i;l of \\.})0:-,1 livcd officc, both brick, a!1u nearb~

ed to thl' scttlcrs. ,..ho had h.(,ld '~~:lrbY: ,. .Hc m~5t hav.c b~cn I thCl.C \vas' a tilicl.-v:allcd jcc~
thc Cumb.'rland slnt'c tllC sprln:::- !lome) (,\.I s olclr:l than h15 brldc housc. Fllrthcr back v:crc the
of 17RIJ. ,\mol:;; th03(, \..ho liRd ~Q h3~VC had lhc l:O(lu tai1te and stables and barlls neces~al'). to'
pcrishcd. b,lt \,hosc hcirs \\.cre Intl'IJI,,!encc to ovcrsr:e tile con-! any plantation as' \,ere thc I

to rrccivc 640 acrcs ,'\.~'S .Tames !;truc.tlon (11" StlC",h D. bci!uUfulJy; ~mol,c house find ca1"l1ag('. house. j
Lecper. IIi"; grant \\.as signed appomtcd J:.Otl';C. (';I~.'c1"ul ~lnd I On Mi!~- 1 1837 thcir fOl1rtecn !
J "? 6 ] -9"'" "' V ' II ' C I -- ' ,
\In- -, I." ,'y . I lam 0- - _,month old SOil, l~icll;,!rd, .Jr.,

IiIIS\Vortll, J-'.ichard Dobbs 'd. d d .. IS .~ht T \ ]:I l' Bl~lIIfu1 atte:lti"ll ,ra!; ~ivcn to 1C an \\'as burled in the
pal., , ,O.l~ ~~ ldnan a~d cv~ry det:Jl.. Smith Cemctcry near her par-

Georgc Lcepcl, C.C. but thc pl0- cnts' 1OIl I 1(-- th ' h 't t t " t ' ., ,!'hc \\'11.11" madc from h and ' I I C. 11 ""'" IS IS,pcr :.' a .'1$ Imc v:as still In ~ , - "
D ' d C l d d mad" bricl; ' \'crc tll1.r.ccn 1' 11C'1C~ OllC ccmctcry was dcslroycd and,a'\'lso!1ou::~.anuncrllic ,- - '". ,..'. "
. . d' t . ~ N th C l ' tllicl. alld each ro on1 v' as t'\ .Cllt '. of thc m.ln~ tofub-.onc:; OI1C"
JurIs IC 1011 o. ! or aro lila, "J I " -', ,,!to ,. by l\\.cntv feet 'Vitll tllirtecl1 foot t JCI~, onl~ t,\O f.'sc,1.pcd tile bu.!-

Aftcr their marrIage Alexandcr .1. -' E 1 1 dozcr's bladc--tll"" Or t -nl.'" chl .'
d--' '. .,. cel Jllg... ' 3.t.: I Jcdroom had _t.. - .

and Salah Janc SI1IILG ,vent to b ' I" . . . and al1oth('r jn"cri~)cd to tJ1C
..;

1. . t .~ f ' . " UI L III armolrcs \vlth sh~1vcs . "-
I~C on hl~ f.'rtllc t1act In tnc d . mcmor" of Josc J)h r"u'.h t ll c t \\. o1 .tU H t r -,. ,all a space for h~mgl11g cloUles J .""

u C - arpc h \ allc~ "helc hel 0 "I 1 b . ~'car o!d son of Henry ~n,:l Nanc~'
.. parents \vould !lave settled had; c ncc~ C( y p:1.nclcd dOOIS, .'~ "" , .'..'

th . r . d Ai ' ..~.. '. e' 'l'he stone for thc front porch, 1 ChI J. tn._.~ \\lIO (II~~I thre~

e~ I\C. C'xaIlQC:l ",mlth \,a" monOI- la'cra 5l1r,c~.or. Qil cstccmcd and co1~ll1ns and the cal'Ved mantels! :., . L .
p.rofii.,!ble but d
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1i 51) 1-IIS1(II{JI \\tlll,\M-."~ (I'l:Nl'

..,.. I~i ;. I,. .:rat.:~.
"r / ,,: . /\(t.:r th.: h.'l!": \\.:111 (III. III thl' Jl\hn~ton famll\. ii (1.'11

111\ .:\il ..I;t\~. I;,'r \car~ it ~al r.'ru'rn anu d.:jc<.'I.,.l I" Ih.:

r.~;,Jsill.: ,,'ith \\ i~I'~ ,,( hay hanging (rom it~ pa~cle~~

, ~'ino,'\\." It sec:m.'ll <.III(\m.:.1 tl' d.:strll.:lilln whl':;. happilv.
~ , II '\',IS I'ought h~ t\1r. anl! Mr,. J\\hn Oman. Jr. who re-

,~~ st\)rcli il tl\ it~ f<.lrmcr ..:I":~anc..: :Ind n;ill1.:d it aftc:r th.:

()111an :Incc:stral h,'mct\)\\'fi. l-hurs\l, il1 S,'()(lanu.

i; Wilh hcauliful f.,n<.lscaping ano ta"ll.'(ul rcmoll.:ling it i~

11 , (me II( thc m.\~1 \lutstan<.ling lan(!;ll:lrk~ in \\!illiams\\n

, ( \1UI1l~.

:,
c,

,.,~ ~ II,. (,:~)L ' S 1 a"711

ii'(;;t;~4~ I,ale in th.: spring .1f 17~(! lhe ~l\Ci,llly starved pioneers

-" at Fori 1\.iishhor(lu!!J. \\crc trl.::I!cd Il) a \"'edding-that of

Capl:lin James l_ci!)..,. and Su"an Drake. A!; thc \'oun~

Thllr,~o, ['Ilill 1Iy Jallies Johnston peop:c r.:pcalcd ttlc ag~ (lId \'..\w!; hcforc J:lmc!; Rob~rtsot;,

thc~c h~camc Ih(~ first couple to he m,trriell ill this !;cction

the Red Rivcr district \\'here he !;ettled nc::r the prc:icnt I~f Tcnnc!;scc. :: \\as a lime \vhen Ihc lndi,lns \\'crc exerting

site of Port RoY,II. Tt;,. other two brother!' ':.ame herc in their UlmO!;1 -,;rort~ to wipe (lllt the nc\\' ~cttlemcl1l pre-

I ~OO, Alexandcr built " log cabin at Ha~'sboro "Ol)Ve cari..)u~l~' clinging to life alol,g thl' fore!;t-h.\rdercd hluffs

J':a!;hvillc \vhile James \'.'ent to be n.:ar William on the of the t:umh~rland. Durin!! th:lt first \'car (::11\' one man

Red River. dic<.j a natural death: thc~ Olhcr hcav'v I(\s:- ~f liie wasWilli:lm Johnston had m,lrried Martha Scott ill 1770 caused hy savage raiuil1g parties. .

,md among their children was the daughler Rachel \vhcl \\'ithin the ~'c:,r James Lcipcr haJ fallen their victim

married Robert Johnston, No doubt they were relatjvcs ,Iurin~ the Hatt!c of 1he Bluff. April :., 17R I, and died of

since it \'.'as often the custom for families t(\ inter-marr~' his \\ ,lun..:.. some day!; latcr, A sad commcntar~' on hi:-
in early da~'s. dcath \\ a' \h~'t could he have had a good !;urgeon hc'

\Vhcn old age crept up on David Johnston he conveyed \"'c.uiJ have rc:covcrc<.I." Littl~ i~ known of James Leiper
his property t.' hi!; son I~ohcrt thinking that in :he natural ~avc that he was \\'ith Captain Ben I._l)gan durin~ thc
course of event:; the yotlnger man would ICIng outlive him. I{cvoiution IInd that he was a sea~llned hordercr and all
11llwevcr. a capriciou~ fate willed otherwi!;c and Robcri cxpr:ricnced woodsman. He camc t(l Fort N:lshbnrough
j"hnston died in I R:.7. When he realized that death wa~ f'"om Kentucky and ''''as a sil!ncr of the Cumhcrl:lnd!;'lminel1l h(: immediately set ahout through his will t,.. i ,\m:1act.' -

li,akc cert:,:1 his parcnt~"'\"ould he wel! car~d for. He 1~11 Su~~ln Drake lived on a: 11-.c for: after her hu~hand's
hi~ \\"if\., t~;,:hel onr: thirl! of the ~)Iantation v ,1ere the~ death. and in Octohcr of thai ~'car hor..: him .., daughter.

\\",;;rc rcsidil1g ,md m;,,:;: fair h\:que!;ts to their si:-. children. S~lrah Jane. When harel~ twelll~' Mr~. I.ciper was killed

Tii..'i1. \\"hcn David j ,,!1n!;ton dicd in 18:'9. he willc,: the \\'hen a gun fell fr(m1 a rack ;tl1Ovc tl1: J.'or and exrll'Jed.

\\"n,1Ie of his estate t~1 his grandchildren--David. Rot;crt. On thcir \'.'cdding da~' no Ih;,u;~ht of slashing t(\mah-;"vk!;.

\Viliiam. James, Lancclot. and Martha. hissing arro\V!;, stamp.::,'ing h\.\r~c and snarling ..Jl\gS marrr:d

In the settlement James John!;ton was given il\.' home- their 11appinc!;s, At th\. end of th;l~ spring da~ in 1780 no

place \\"hilc Lancclots land was west 01 Nasj-', ;ilc Pike n"i,c' louder than the night $(lunds in the darl: forc!;t and

except lor one ficll~ on the cast !;idc. Jame> Johnston. Ihe quiet milrmur of thc- Cumhcrland di$turh~d them. :\11

\vho m,!;ried Narci~;;,a Merritt in 1834. is c:,:Jited \,,'ith too s\"\on therl' was nothinl! hut the $ilcnce of death.

building this house ;,round 184(1. Old pictures sho\\' if Tho~c whl) died in the 'etrl'rt to cstahlish a nc\\' nalilin

having a one-!;tor)' vcranda with low bannisters on t,-, arc no Il'S!; \'.'orthy of I'rai~.. than th~lse \vh" lived to C,'i1-
groun;: Icvel and arolmd the roof of the p(lrch which ,\ .,' trihutr I('ng ~'c~lr!; in it~ hehalf. Col:ntlc!;!; ~'<."\ung men arid

SUPPl'fl.:,1 b\' cight slcnder one-storY columns. It lacked. \\'\)mC!1. though carlv dealt from th.: CXil!cllcies (If fr,mticr

the peJimenis a~d tall pillars \vhich' disti:iguish the nor,l) lifc. \,erl~ th~ ancc'stors of f:lmilil:' \\~h(lse abilities for
and \vest sides today. although there W~!s a doorwa~' and t\VO ccl1lurics have hccn of inc$timahle value in Amcrica'$
unc\)vcrcd !;toop on the north side an(j a !;econd stor~' dcvclopmel1l il1lo a world power,
front doorwa~' identical to the main cntrance on the \\"cst. Sarah J:mr l.cipcr wa!; r..:arcd h\' thc Drake famil\'

Since thc lawn ran to the Nashvillc Pikc it \\"a!; oftcn until h~r marriage in 179R t(\ Alex,;n.lcr Smith, the so~
traver~cd h~' h(llh Federal and C(lrll"'Il..:ral~ f\.)rce!;. Its of R":1crt and Sarah Clcmmons Smilh. The\' settled on
ficlds \\'crc ru.lld by heavy cannt):: and \\";,gons ani.! the A40 acre grant in the I.ittle Harpeth Valic: near the
trampled by the feet of marching m':i1 and cavalr~' hor~':s prcsel1l site of Brcl1lwood which had been given her f~lther
as the armies advanced and retreated between ~,Ishvillc posthumou!;ly for his Revolulionar\' scrvicc. The Smith;
and Franklin. No home in the ncighborhood escaped \\"cre thc parent!; of !;cven ch,;dren: one of whom. Mar\
marauding Ya!)kees and women were often forced to Emeline, married Richard Christmas in 183:'. Her fathc'r
nurse :Jnd fcell \\'ounded enem~' !;oldiers as well as Con- gave them 200 acres from the l_eiper grant \\"here thc\

~ '."~;J::"i",;;;~~.~: ~"'. -.:: ~~' -; ,~. ',~::o'~~ '"-' ~,: '~7:
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Thc (~hristmas home passcd through a number of hands
I i until 1850 ,..'hcn it was owned briefly hy the ironmastcr,

Montgomery Bell, who was old at the time and took little
" care of the house. His servants hurncd the floors while
~ cooking on open fires, and foundry workmen quartered
~ here added to the abuse. In 1854, it was bought hy James
. O\\'cn who made it his hor~le for seventeen years. In 1871,

it W:IS bought hy Henry and Martha Jane Hughes Zellner
of Maury County. Of their seven children three died

Iyoung; the other four married into prominent Tennessee
! families. Margaret Ophelia married David Lipscomb, noted
? Nashville educator: Mary Jane married William Callender
~ of Brentwood: Martha Henrie became the bride of Horace
., I_ipscomb here at Ashlawn: and the only son, William

. .. James, after his service in the Confederate army married
..\,~hlau.", 1II"It as home of RIchard ChrIstmas Sarah Rebccca Alexander. Mr. Zellner was a prominent

farmer, bridge huilder. and the inventor of a cotton baler.
built the beautiful brick home owned today by Mr. and clover hulle;, and a hemp brake, a device used \\'hen
Mrs. Stirton Oman. hemp was grown in this section.

Fabulous stories have come down through the years After Mr. Zellner's death in 1899. James Zellner bought
about Richard Christmas and his fine horses, his Missis- out his sisters and lived here ~ntil he died in 1905. The
sippi home, fashionable clothes, and charming manners. place was then bought by Andrew and Lucy Merrill
The son of Thomas and Mary Ann Christmas, he spent Mizell. Mr. Mizell, prominent in the wholesale grocery
money with a lavish hand and is wrapped in an aura of business in Nashville. and his family retained ownership
mystery and romance. He must have been some years for thirty-seven years.
older than his young bride to have had the good taste and In 1945 Ashlawn was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Stirton
intelligence to oversee the building of such a beautifully Oman who extensivelv remodeled the house. The one-storv
appointed house. The walls of handmade brick are thir- columns which had f"ormed the front portico were moved
teen inches thick. Each room is twenty by twenty feet to the north side with two-story pillars being erected at
with thirteen foot ceilings. The stones for the front porch, the front and across the back. The hallway has a graceful
the columns and carved mantels were quarried on the arch with a finely carved dentil: while the remodeling was
place, with that used in the mantels rubbed as smooth as underway, Mr. Oman had molding carved to match it.
marble. The doors are pegged with many having the The old kitchen and office were incorporated in the main
original heavy locks mad~ by Carpenter and Company of house while other major changes were made both inside ILondon. All woodwork IS of yellow poplar except the and out.
downstairs hall floor which is ash and the handrail and The house has been a beloved landmark for one hundred
spindles of the staircase which are cherry. and thirty-five years. It lost none of its dignity while it was

The entrance hall is singularly beautiful with its curving being passed from hand to hand, and when love and care
walls and graceful staircase winding up to the third story. returned they only added complete serenity to the charm
Tradition says the builder sketched the design on the that has always enfolded it.
floor, then lying on his back, worked for a year fitting the
spiraling steps into the wall. The staircase curves out of
sight with no visable support. Much of the interior cor- Green Pastures
responds closely to that of the Hermitage. Although
Andrew Jackson's house is older than Ashlawn, this house Although situated between two busy highways, US 31
\..'as being built near the time his was being remodeled and 1-65 just south of Brentwood, Green Pastures main-
after the fire in 1834 and the same workmen could have tains a tranquil, rural atmosphere most pleasing and rest-
done both. ful in our turbulent society. This beautiful Georgian home

Abruptly in 1839 Richard Christmas sold the place and and its broad acres have played a colorful and valuable
with his heavy-hearted wife left the beloved walls. Court part in Williamson County history.
records show him dead by 1841, In 1842, at the age of Its builders, Denny Porterfield and Elizabeth Smith
t\\'enty-seven, Mrs. Christmas was killed in a steamboat Hadley, were products of families prominent long before
accident on the Mississippi. The Christmases had a son, they came to this section when Tennessee was nothing but
Richard, Jr., to die as a baby in 1837. Another son, Wil- a trackless wilderness. Thomas Hadley was born in England
liam Hardeman, evidently met with foul play while on a in 1728, emigrated to America and settled on Cross Creek
trip: having left home with his saddlebags full of money in Cumberland County, North Carolina with his wife
and accompanied by a guide he was never heard from Mary Thompson (1730-1780). He was soon an outstand-
again. The once lar~e and historic Smith-Christmas- ing man in this county, representing it at the Provincial
Hadley Cemetery on Concord Road was destroyed and Congress which met at Halifax in 1776 to form a Con-
the valuable inscriptions lost. Two little markers--one to stitution for government of the states. As Captain of a
Richard Christmas, Jr., and another to a little son of Troop of Light Horse, he was killed while. defending his
Henry Christmas-escaped the bulldozer's blade and are home near Fayetteville, N. C. in September of 1781.
the only remnants to mark the place. Thomas Hadley's son Joshua (1753-1830) was also in
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