
Trees are among the largest and most 

useful plants on earth.  Collectively, trees 

comprise forests that  provide food,   

shelter, and  innumerable benefits for  

native wildlife and   humans.  

 From the Smoky Mountains in East    

Tennessee to the Mississippi River in the 

West, few states have as many  different 

tree species as Tennessee.  Forests and 

trees were important in the development 

of the State and still contribute a great 

deal to the State ’s wealth and prosperity.               

The John P. Holt Brentwood Library      

Arboretum offers an excellent opportuni-

ty to learn how to recognize trees that 

grow here, especially native species.  It is 

hoped this tree identification trail will be 

a useful tool for schools, Boy and Girl 

Scouts, and 

families in  

learning to    

identify trees 

and their   

values. 

Tree Identification 

Trail Guide # Common Name Scientific Name 
1 Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa 

2 Pecan Carya illinoinensis 

3 Red Maple Acer rubrum 

4 Sawtooth Oak Quercus acutissima 

5 Common Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 

6 Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra 

7 Osage Orange Maclura pomifera 

8 Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera 

9 Sycamore Platanus occidentalis 

10 Littleleaf Linden Tilia cordata 

11 Pin Oak Quercus palustris 

12 Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora 

13 American Yellowwood Cladrastis kentukea 

14 Eastern Cottonwood Populus deltoides 

15 Eastern Redcedar Juniperus virginiana 

16 Black Willow Salix nigra 

17 Boxelder Acer negundo 

18 Black Walnut Juglans nigra 

19 River Birch Betula nigra 

20 Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis 

21 Black Cherry Prunus serotina 

22 Mimosa Albizia julibrissin 

23 No Assigned Species No assigned species 

24 September Elm Ulmus serotina 

25 American Elm Ulmus americana 

26 Silver Maple Acer saccharinum 

27 Paper Mulberry Broussonetia papyrifera 

28 Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida 

29 American Beech Fagus grandifolia 

30 No Assigned Species No assigned species 

31 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 

32 Ginkgo Ginkgo biloba 

33 Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor 

34 Panicled Goldenraintree Koelreuteria paniculata 

35 White Ash Fraxinus americana 

36 Shumard Oak Quercus shumardii 

37 Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 

38 American Holly Ilex opaca 

39 American Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 

40 Sweetbay Magnolia Magnolia virginiana 

41 Common Baldcypress Taxodium distichum 

42 Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick  Corylus avellana ‘contorta’ 

43 Deodar Cedar Cedrus deodara Mystic Ice® 


