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THE NA~1E AND F ~\1ILY OF PRI~j (M )

.The name of PRI~,rv1, PRDil, or PRI?1E is, in many cases at

least " of Flemi sh origin and \'las taken by its first bearers

from their residence at Priem or pryme, in Flanders. Some

v.Titers hovlever, have asserted that R!~ Vias a name given

ilat primes, first service I! , and that ~ meant "first born".

.Ho\;7ever this may be, the names are found in ancient European

and eal~ly American records in the various forms of Priem,

?rY~u~e, Pryme, Prym, Prims, Primme, Prime, Primm, and Prim,

of which the last three are the spellings most oI~ten used
,

in America in modern times. ;

According to family historians, the founder of the race

was Alexander de la pryme, \\;ho followed Philip of Alsace in.

the second Crusade, in the year 1176 A.D. Varying reasons;
,

" .are given for the first settlement of the family in England, .

some \vriters stating .that they \"{ere Huguenots and fled into

England about the year 1628, during the time when the Hugue-
t

nots Vlere besieged at Rochelle; \vhile others are of the.

opinion that the family"\vas one of those, of Netherlandish:
,
i-2-' ;
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descent, .rho were invited by Queen Elizabeth to settle in

Linco~nshire in order to instruct the fen folk in making

dykes. Most probably both of these theories are correct

and merely refer to separate lines .of the family in England.

Certainl~r, in the early seventeenth century; one Charles

pryme came from Ypre s, in Flanders, and settled at HatI~ield,

f near.Doncaster. He had two sons, Abraham and Mathias or

. 11Iatthew, of whom the first died in 1687, probably without

I issue. Mathias or r~atthevv Pryme, the other son of Charles,

I made his home at CrOI.~ltrees Hall, in Yol~kshire, and \':as mar-1. -
1- ried in 1670 to Sarah, daughter of Peter Smagge or Smaqu.e,

. who had emigrated I~rom Paris, France, to England at a

] : slightly earlier time. To this union Vlere born Abraham,

i Peter, Sarah, Mary, Frances (died young), David, Jacob,
,.,..j Elizabeth (died young), ~Aary, Elizabeth, and Frances.
.

J Abraham, the eldest son, \qas minister ~t Thorne, in

j
i Yorl{shire. He died in 1704 unmarried. Peter, the second
i
1 son of II,Iathias or ?'Iatthew, succeeded to the family estates
If . .
J upon the death of his. elder brother. In 1695 he married. .
!j Frances, daughter of Francis Wood~ and their children in-
I
;

j clud~d tV1O sons, Abraham and Francis. Of these, Abraham
!i. .
1 left issue by his wife Emelia of James and Emelia, of vlhom

; the first removed to the Isle of Man; 'while Francis resided
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at, Ferriby, near Hull,.and left issue there of Christopher,

Elizabeth, Nancy, &nd Sally.

. John Prime or Prim, vvho went into England from the

Netherlands in t~e early seventeenth century was sent by

Charles I to Ireland. as Chief Engineer to build and repair

forts in County Cork and the South of Ireland. He became

a Colonel in the King's service and later purchased an

'estate in County Kilkenny, Ireland, to v-!hi ch he gF '.e the

name of II Castle Eve'll. Colonel rJiark Prim, son of Colonel

John, espoused the cause of King Vlilliam in the latter

seventeenth century and served as a volunteer at the siege'
,
; or" D.erry. By his first vlife J Mary Walters, the daughter
I

J: of an English officer, he had eight children, Abraham, John,

I: . Thomas, J..~ar~-c, Rachel, Margaret, and two other daughters.

j' Colonel Mark's second ".rife Vlas a !':~i ss Langley, but there
i'i, .
! ~!as nc issue by this union. He died in Kilkenny in. 1745.

I Of the last-mentioned brothers, sons of Colonel I~ark
J .
.

i Prim,'Abraham died in 1726, leaving an only son, also named.
!
i Abraham; Thomas married a I~Iiss Roche and left issue by her
"'
jI .; of three sons and a daughter, but this line died out in the
i
I

! male de scent; I~ark married a rv!iss Nixon and had, among other
j.
I children, a son named John, but his records are not complete;
i
j and John (the second son of Colonel I~ark) first married a
Ii .
I .
~i --,!
: .'
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~Kiss Rodgers, by v/hom he vIas the father of Mark, t\'!O other

sonD, \~ho died unmarried, and three daughters. By a second

v,ife., l..largaret David, John had further issue of John, Henry,

and, tvlO more dauGhters, \'/hose names are not know~,

Philip Prime, who vias living at Hernmingford Abbots,

near Huntingdonshire, in the latter half of the seventeenth

century, married !Aary, daughter of Sir Thomas Brumsall.

Their children were Philip, Samuel, and Anne, of whom the

I first married a Miss Robertson, of Go~~anchester, in Hun-
1

t tingdon, and made his home in that place, To this union.

I were born Philip, Ylilliam, Joseph, ~,lary, Anne, and Alice

/: Prime, From this line Viere descended many families of the
;.
f'i. name in Norfolk and Suffolk,
,

J Although it is not knov"n, in every case, from which of
Ii the lines of the family in Europe the first emigrants of the
! '

;! name to America are descended, it is generally believed that

I the greater number of the Primes, Prims, and Primms of this'
1

1 country derive from the before-mentioned lines in Great
,

J Britain.
;'
i '
i John Prime, v..ho came to America about the year 1638
i
I "!. and settled first at Nev~ Haven, Conn., is believed to. have

~ been the earliest of the immigrants of the name to this
I

i.: coun try. He rernoved befol~e 1644 to ~\1ilford, in the' same

i
I: .



.. :o)'~ . ~~~9~~'."!:-::, .',.. ...:;:;:':;:~..~:~c,.-~,. 7-~" ..,'.:-- .:;':,~' ~'"

-. :, ... .

,,-,- .,. .' ..,-"', --" '

,. -

-6-

- colony, and died there in 1685. The name of his vlife is

not knovm, but his children Vlere James, Sarah, and Rebecca.

James Prime, only son of the immigrant James, resided

at NevI r~iilford, Conn., as early as 1702 and had issue by

his \1ife Sarah of ten children, James, Martha, Elizabeth,

Joseph, Ebenezer, Sarah, Rebecca, t,~ary, Deborah, and Hannah.

Of the last-mentioned brothers, James left issue by

his vlife Anna of \Villiam, ~;iartha, James, Anna or Hannah,

and Mabel; Joseph settled at Southbury, Conn., and was mar-

ried in 1728 to Sarah Root, by vlhom he had issu~ of Desire,

, Sarah, Betty, Joseph, and Benjamin; and EbenezeJ:' removed

to Huntington, on Long Island, N.Y. In 1723 he marri,ed his

first v/ife, I~~argaret Sylvester, by vvhom he vIas the father

-I: of Ebene zer (died young) and i'J!argaret. In 1730 the elder

I Ebenezer married a second vlife, Experience YOUI)gs, who gave

i:
1 him three- children, r/iary, Sarah, and Benjamin Youngs Prime;
,I
II '

! and by his third wife, the Y/idow Hannah Carll, \vhom he
i
i married in 1751, he had further issue of Ebenezer and

Experience.

i' About 1643 one '1iark Prime settled at Rovlley, [:lass.
ii By his wife Ann, he \7aS the father of two children, Samuel
I
I, .
! and Mary..
I; Samuel, only son of the ~mmigrant Mark, was married

L_.



.':"~,: . ~:: ~

. ". ~:.'

"-,,._-,_.. ".'-""'~-- .~.""""""""""'."""~'.C""""""'~".'~"",_..,' -.0'

J

-7-

in.1673 or 1574 to Sarah Plats, by whom he had issue of

Samue~, Sarah, Mark, and Ann.

Of the tV{O sons of Samuel and Sarah, Samuel Jr. married

Sarah Jewett e~bout 1706 and Vias the. father by her of Samuel,

I~larl{ (died young), Joshua, Sarah, and another !~ark; while

Marlc married Jane Lambert about 1702 anc, left issue by her

of Edna, Jane, Thomas,. b!ark, I~oses, and ~lary Prime,

Another early branch of the family in America was

founded by John Prim or Priora, v!ho is saia to have been

the son of .~braham Pryme, of the Isle of Man, and possibly

descended from the line mentioned earlier residing at that

place. This John settled in Virginia about 1750 and left

issue in Stafford County of four sons, Ililliam, James,

Thomas, and John,

The records of all of the last-mentioned brothers are

not in evidence; but John Primm or Prim, son of the immi-

gra.nt of that name, 1s knovm to have served .wi th the Vir- ;

, ginia troops in the Revolutionary Vlar and later to have

I' removed to Clair County, Ill. He married Elizabeth Langhead

Hansbrough in the year 1777 and had issue by her of seven- :

teen children, V!illiam, John, Thomas, James, Peter, Daniel, !

I

Peggy, Enoch, Elijah, Silas, Elizabeth, Parmenas, Joseph, I

j
Levi, Aram, Lydia, and !~ary.

i. i
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Militantly pious, posses$ed of deep convictions, and

determined of purpose, the Pl~imes, Prims, and Primms are

a strong and influential race. They have shown ~hemselves
. to be, on the v/hole, resourceful, decisive in ac.ti~n, and

intellectually superior,'

I 3esides the before-mentioned John Primm (also recorded

as Prime), of Virginia, .the rolls of the Colonial forces in

, the Revolution include the names of Benjamin Prime, of Vir-

ginia; Josiah and. Captain James Primm, of Virginia; John

and Joseph Prim, of Pennsylvania; Lieutenant Colonel Joseph,

Joshua Jev:ett, Josiah, l\~ark, and Thomas Prime, of ~lassachu-

r setts; .~sa Prime, of Connecticut; and David, Lieutenant

Francis, Henry, John, Lewis, ?ilchael, Peter,

Prime, of I~e\7 York,

Samuel, \villiam, Charles, Abraham, James, Thomas, wlark,

Henry, Benjamin, and Joseph are among,th~ masculine Christian

names most often found in the annals of the family.

Among those of the name who have been

America in comparatively recent dates are:

Nathaniel Scudder'Prime (1785-1856), of New
Yorl{, clergyman and author. . .
,

Paine Paige Prim (nineteenth century), of
Oregon, lawyer and jurist.

Samuel Irenaeus Prime (1812-1895), of New
VO1"- 1- ..., C ergymant-- journalist, and author.

.
"

..
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EdvTard Dorr Griffin Prime (1814-1891), of New
York, clergyman, journalist, and author.

f!illiam CO\'Tper Prime (1825-1905), of New York,
lawyer, journalist, educator, and author.

Frederick Ed~vard Prime (1829-1900), of Italy
~nc, Connecticut, military officer.

Samu(~l Thornton Kerneys Prime (1834-1907), 0 f
Connecticltt and Illinois, agriculturist and author.

George Wendell Pri~e (1837-1907), of New
York, journali st and author..

Ralph Earl Prime (D. 1840), of New York,
soldier, .la" yel", "and author.

Frederick Pri~e (1846-l900), of Pennsylvania,
educator ano. geoJ.ogist.

J. A. Primrn ('0. l84r() , of Arke.nsas, farmer.

James r.1. Prim (b~ 1877), of California, rancher.

"The coat of arms of the English family of Prime, from

1 which it is believed the American Prime, Prim, and Primm

f lines are in most cases, descended, is heraldically de-
J

I scribed as follo,ys (Burke, ~~cyclop~~ £f ~eraldry, 1844):

~~.--"Argep,t, a man's leg erased at the thigh
t sable."
t
" Crest.--"Out of a ducal coronet or, a lion's

gamb, holding a tilting-spear proper."
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There ar'e two ceme teries in the 16th District of VJilliam-
son County in vv'hich members of the PRIJ;iI\1 family are buried.
One is loca ted on tho old FiiIII'Illr farm on Crocke tt Road and has
in it only the follovving two marke rs :. ROBERT PRIJ':ir.l, born 1839; die d 1899

ELIZJ\BETH PRI~~\!:, born 1843; died 1926

The other cemetery is located on the Lloyd Niorgan farm on Con-
cord Road. In it there is only one legible marker:

~6-~ QEORGE HUNTER PADGETT~ ~on of G.R. and A. jY1. Padgett, born
~~ June 16, 1877; dlea June 4, 1883 ~~~

There are, however, also buried in this la~r cemetery members
of the PRIjif~1 family, including the f'athe~of the late Johnny
PRIr\~11, v.'ho died three months before his twin children v/ere
born. 1\IRS. NETTIE PRI11l\~ supplies this information.

r~arriages recorded in ~Villiamson County bet,¥een 1800 and
1850 are:

. JOffir (X) PRIl~M to ELY BROD\'JAY, January 17, 1816
CFJ\RLES H. PRll~\1 to JAl'JE VIILLSOIJ April 3, 1835
JEREJ.CUiH Vi. PRI!V11;:! to REBEKAH !ffi1!ER 86 ptember 21, 1805
8H..4DPJ~CK Vi. PRIIVIJ'V'I to ~!IA BY 8. HP.IvIPTON Novembe r 20, 1838
V! ILL 1/,111 PRlr.iM to NA!.rCY C. VJiUGHAl~ Ivlarch 13, 1834

Davidson County records shov,' the following marriage:

/,BrMI~h~ PRllvI to JUDI1R JOIJES l~ove~;ber 28, 1804

It is to be noted tha t JJ,IJE HJ11\lER in her v,'ill refers to
the "GREEI~ PftIMlvI partionf'of her farm and JOffii H/,I\,IER in his
deed giving land to Liberty Church describes it as b6ing
bounded by the land of GREEl~ H. PRI1~\~.

Williamson County records show that a JOHN PRIlm~ died
around 1820.

. ROBERT T. CURRIN married ELIZABE?rl H. PRI!\ll.1 J~nuary 14, 1830
LOREl~ZO D. PRIM (sic) married }.lARY E. CURRIN November 9, 1831

1820 Census of r:iliiams on County: The following hefJds-"of-household:
1. G REEN PRlr~I~ VJ i th 1 de pe ndent male and 2 sla ve s .
2. JERE!\~IP.H VI. PRI!\~I:: v:ith 3 dependent males and 2 females

and 7 sla..,es (be tv,lcen 26 and 45).. 3. JOHN ~V. PRlr.~l\i v:ith 3 d~pendent males and 3 females.



. The Fs.mily - Continued. (2)

i.f.~rriD[;OS - V'!illi2ms on County
Ise ell~ 1-"\RIi\]t~ to GE:)RGE ViEDDEIJL Oc taber 4, 1824
I\1JI.RY R. PRII~n.1 to GEJRGE J..'11~G J~nuery 18, 18L1LPfJLLY PRII.:1'.1 to G~')RGE V!Ej)I..E July 24: 1819 ".
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gi veIl .It/0 ~:c h cf 'T::J,j i1if.s.Ylt SOi1S is to ,be },:ept by m~! ~cn Green
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DEEDS
Bk A. pg. 475 - 1804 - 63a
Geo Martin to John Primm
White oak fielders south comer marked M - 48 P to a stake in Fielders line, W 217p to dogwood in G
Hunts line, S 48 p. to persimmon E to beginning

Bk E, p.97 - 1816 - 35 3/4 a
John Primm for lone and affection to son J one Mial Primm Heney locust, N 52 P to state in Hammer
line, W 102 p. to dogwood in Hunt line, S 56 p to persimmon in Stones line, E 104 P

Bk E, p. 107 - 1814 - 6+a
James Davis of White County to John Primm
Begin 4 1/2 p. E. of Elm on John Primm's other comer, s 33 p. to stake on Jeremiah Prim's comer,
S 83 E to stake on John Fielder line, N 37p to poplar on John Prim's other line

BkE, p.124 - 1814 - 141/8 a
James Davis to John Primm
Begin at elm on John Primm's comer, S 86 p. to stake in the field bering John Primm's other comer,
E with his line 35p. to stake on John Fielder's line, N 83W with John Primm line to stake near fence
his comer, 33p to stake on John Primm's line W4p

DEED
Jan 8, 1813
James Davis to John Primm $90
On waters of Mill Creek-adjoining the land of Ed Johnson the Son the Begin white oak to Jeremiah
Primm running with sd Primm S 15p. to oak - E l04p. to black oak and dogwood - N 19p. to white
oak-comer of sd John - w 104 p to beginning
witnesses-Joel Riggs and Jeremiah Primm

DEED
Vol F p 413
March 18, 1818
John Hammer to Jeremiah Primm
553/4 a for $644
On Mill Creek
Begin rock in Winstead N boundary line - W 82 1/2 p. with his line to her comer dogwood and Spanish
oak - N with Hunt 140 1/2 p. to his comer Mulberry in Edmondson South boundary - E 27 p. to a stake
- to beginning
Witnesses-John Primm- Green H. Primm
Magler Place

DEED
Registered July 1, 1828
18a-no date
Green Primm and Jeremiah from George Weddle
for the full term of 17 years provided Weddle should live
Originally granted to coffee, and since granted to John Primm - it being his dividend or moiter obtained
by his wife Polly Primm
Bound by John Hammer
W by Wm Allen
S by Polly Winstead
E by Jabez Owen

Witnesses-Elizabeth H. Primm-John Frost-Wm Pomeroy



TAX ROLLS 1802 John Primm

1803 John Primm

1804 Abram Primm, W. Jeremiah Primm, John Primm

1805 John Primm, 63a, Mill Creek

1806 Jeremiah Primm, 31 1/2 a - John Primm, 31 1/2a

1807 John Primm, 63a - Jeremiah Primm

1808 John Primm, 60a Mill Creek - Jeremiah Primm

1809 John Primm, 63a, Mill Creek - Jeremiah Primm

1810 Jeremiah Primm, 63a, Mill Creek

1811 John Primm, 31 1/2a, Mill Creek - Jeremiah Primm, 31 1/2a,
Mill Creek

1812 John Primm, 43 3/4a Mill Creek - Jeremiah Primm, 163 1/2a,
Mill Creed

1814 John W. Primm lot at sale/Nathaniel Barnes

1816 John Primm, Sr. listed as creditor of estate of Nathaniel
Barnes

1818 John Primm received payment from estate of Arthur Bland

1812 John Primm owned the estate of Lyn Christmas

1838 Sally Primm died leaving will. Green H. Primm qualified as
Admr.

1838 will of Sally Primm died in 1838

Western Weekly Review
Isaac Primm d. July 23, 1840, age 14 or 15, son of Green Primm,
Methodist.

t,
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DEED
Feb. 17, 1887
John Primm to R.L. Fly $1,100
West Fort of Mill Creek '
Begin stake at Liberty Road J .M. Winstead N .E. of Currins line, with road N 86 W.55 poles to stake
Winstead N. W .
South 1 1/2 West 28 1/3 poles to stone
North 88 1/2 West 30 2/3 poles to stone
North 1 1/2 East 53 2/3 poles to stake
North 89 West 10 1/2 poles to pile of rocks
North 4 1/2 East 8 poles to stone Jane Homes S. W.C.
South 89 East 109 poles to oak
South 1 1/2 West 24 poles to stake
With road to beginning 35 acres

RECEIPTMammie Primm and John Primm from Mary F. Primm, Guardian - Jan. 16, 1908

DEED
Jan. 12, 1876
John H. Primm to J.W. Primm $25, 1 acre
Begin with corner - South 89 East 13 poles to stake J. W. Primm
South 1 West 18 6/6 poles to stone in center of Franklin Road
South East corner with road N 85 West 13 1/2 poles to J.M. Winstead N.E. corner
North 2 East 17 8/6 poles to beginning

RENT PAYMENT
Between J .H. Primm and J .E. McPherson
Oct. 21, 1880
Miss Jane Hammer form
The son the two stalk fields, one east, one west at the house70 or 80 acres in wheat .'

McPherson to furnish
Agree not to plant any cotton
Agree to repair field and land deeded

July 20, 1871
Julius S. Morel to J.W. Primm
$1000 - 33 acres
Begin Liberty Road, Winstead N .E. corner on Currins line
(same as 1887 deed)

DEED
November 21, 1865
Benjamin F. Wilson to Joshua N. Fly
$725
Distribute share of estate of deceased uncle Samuel Winstead, being one of the children of his sister
Mason Wilson, deceased
Test-R.B.B. Cannon - R. T. Primm

, " ,



PRIMM
1860 C.H. Primm-51 J.M.-43f R.-21m J.W.-18m A.-16f T.A.-14m Betty Thompson-16 Mary
Thompson-12 F.A. Bell-9f

,

1860 J.W. Primm-78-10,OOO-30,OOO

1860 L.D. Primm-53-4,OOO-2,OOO M.E. Primm-53 N.M.-25 m teacher J.A.-23f L.E.-22f

DAVIDSON COUNTY MARRIAGE
Abraham Primm to Judith Jones
November 28, 1804

Lorenzo D. Primm to Mary E. Currin
November 9, 1831
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JOHN L. PRIMM
°fflc~ P~oc~Ju~~~ C!.olZ&ultant

e13~ MONTICELLO AVENUE
CALLAS I~. TEXAS .

\ r ~ tJ r lJ ~ r)' 18, 1972
,

...

[ilrs. l'Ji11ia-n !.ouston Sipes217 [~st Colla~Je Street \

J~cl<son, Tenn8ssee 38301

Uear ,irs.3ip8S:

l~hen I returnr-!r' home toniqht I receivec uJorc' that you hn,j bcf!n talking
luith .':r. Bcb LalTlpion of our city. Tt-,is only rB:-=Jin(jQ(1 rli,,! c"" tfi~ f3Ct
th'lt 1 hRV~ bepn holr'inr: your lettqr of .I\urust 3, 1'::171 to ;<i!"~y' ;'ri!"'m
of l.c:snvillf1, jenness, which har be"~n C';ivr3n to tiis urotl:~r :::('~t'r ..
jJri'""1"1 to nnSllJ':"::r. !-i~ s~nt it to ':J8 jlJ.'it ~S I \,1:15 1envinr:' far" tri.p to
;

uro "- 1" n ~""" ;-,no n t '- r-'u I" C'Kson t "' l' C '" l,n'- ,l"' G +1"\ -n" '.'f"' u l "'~ t j.,."'- ;-~. (:,'~ -,:;~. II ~r.J - .w .0, -f"'..,. _OJ "'co,. i- , , -"

was short, so now 1 lAlill try to ~ive ynlJ th~ best th<"it ! k:;o:'J of t.:,~

Primins. .
:'lease ncte thr3 two enclosures. ThR :redia .-:;esearch ;;,rticlr' is vP":j'
in t 8 r e 3 tin 9 to !";1 e . I C Fl n no to, t ~ 11 yo LI ~ e fin i t. ~ 1 y t!"' '1 con n ~ c t. ion t f--. '"' t
my r~lnily of ,:.rirr.r::s has I.'Jith nnyon~ :nentioneC in t~is article; ;-'ol.ll3ver,
Hu~)e;:t .j. L~ce)' of I.'~yton, L'hio thour.ht thrJt I pI:o'.J:::bly I;'~~ r~r:l?nr!e.1
frolOl ':::aotaj.n Ja;:iGS Irimr:1 of Viroinia or fhoM3S ;::ri~:n, ~3ch ~'?inr.
broti:erz of the Jc-hn ;'rir~m th;-,t r;;ov!Jc' to Cl::ir County, Illin('.is. I
miQht even be decendF3D from '3nothf3r brctl-.er nafii8d ;..illiF1:r,~

IJlea5B note r:-:y secnnri pnclosure, n3m~1}', " letter that I wrot~ to r.
~Ji11iai.l ~il~on ;'rii.lffi of ~.It. ~!le3s;'jnt., ::ichir3n. 1 h~v'! nove;:- r~r~ived a
reply to this letter. 1 was in ',ichigun anc-1 triac to cont.act hi.ffi in
19c,8, but r:i,j riot succsed. This l»illiFlm i~ tJnl~nf)!'.ln to :;l? To tr,e best
0 f my k n () 1111 R d (! e, he i 5 not t h a z 0 n 0 f c i t h c r iiJ ill i CJ m 0 r J 0 h n r~ rim ~1 FI S
mentionec in tt:is letter.

Accor(~j:lQ t.o ti,e best infor:nc:tion that I cai1 Get, my family ::)f ..:ri!!1'TJs,
be9iiininc; ..'.:ith J~rel11iah ,..:. ;.:.rimm trlut marriGc :-:r~bc:<::}h "(-lm?r, '::'3~e to
Tenna~~?e fro~ Virqinia. It i~ ur,~ierstool1t RIg, that this Jeremian
\1J. ,JririiriJ visit.ec lAfit.h ~rimms in I\Jurfreesboro anri iI!ith ;=.O11Z1 !IJi~~t T:;nnessee
IJrimmsj ho~evpr, I have been unable to (;Jet any det.,.,iled rplc:t.i("ln~t-ins. :

i
1 havF! visited the cemetRrv in l!lur:-rees~n!"o flnl-! h::1vP ~f)pn n~J"!prOllS ("'raves ~

with the names of ~rimms that. ~re common VJit.h n~"T1~C) in my f~milVj h~U!ever,
I don at h a v e any de t ail s of de fin i t ere 1 ~1 t i. 0 r.;".; hi;) .
Some book on the lsJiIls ot' Virqinia miqht bl3 helpful to yo'J. I hF!\/~ been
to1ci t/1at it contained v'31uabl'3 information that colJlrj po~5ibly 1.~'3r! to
some re1fitionsilip witt, the Tenn~5s'~~ ,.Jl:-imm5. .

Edoar l";. Prirt1m, 4320 Genaral dat~s Orive, l'Jashville, Tennessee 37204 is
in possession of Inore fJrimr:1 hi".; tf:'ry th~rl r1ny oth~!' Pl'ifT1!T1 tt,at I '<no,."I, but
1 do not b~liBv~ th~]t he nl;;c=::;s~rj.ly :-;,1~~ ~,O:; much i.nforfT1~tion :"}t; I ria. rl(~
would qreat1v aporeci'3te :=)ny i.nf()!"m~tian, :=)<; I iJloulrl, th~,t.)Y"J!J m~y ':lathe
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JOHN L. PRIMM
. °fflc:~ P'toc~du~~J. c?ot1J.ultant

813.4 MONTICELLO AVENUi
DALLAS. TEXAS 75214 ,

. ' July 12, 1967
. . .

J!.r. WilliCl:l Wi~zon Pritt:t
217 Hersee Building
ut. P1e~s~~t, V~chig~ 46858

Dear ~. PriJ:!n~
I am at a 10s9 in not knowing to ~hcm I a~ ~lriting. Last December I asked several
relatives in Nasr~lle, Tennessee, Tlhether you mi~ht be the son of eitb~r or ~J
fi;st cousins,. \~illiam. ~,derson Pri~ (1905 - 1928) or his brother J or~ \1eslcry
~ of Dctro~t, ~ichi~~,. No one could identify you for ree, so I r~ther ,s~~~
t~at you are t~e s~ 01: :!i1li~ JI.nderson Pr1.'=n or some other purson. An:[j1ay, I
~Dh you luck ~n trying ~o track d07.~ the ~~~s.

The fathe~ of the above Williau Anderson p~ znd John flesley ~~ ~ \1illi~
Hill Prim::.l (lV10/1868 - 1955), a brother of 1:lY father John H.1::1er PriIr::n (6/8/1878 -
5/17/61). '

The name "~~ilson. in ~a~ name is of interest to me, bscause the grandmother of my
. father \7aS named aJ~n~ Wilson", uho ~as the ~T-fe of Charles Madison ~im (Bo~n

around 1814 ~d died in October, 1885). AluD~ in the preceeding generati~ of my
mother's f~ly, her ~ great gr~1~other T{as a ~7ilson th~t had b~others r~~ed
Jim, John, S~~, l7ill, ~~d Bob )~ny one of which could have be~ the father of J~e
Wilso:1. I dare say 'that this could n.,t be e~tablished at this tice; bo;:everJ it
seems reason~ble to assu~s that it is ~~tirely possible that ~y nother ~nd iathcr
are related dis"c:..::ntly. t':10 generation:3 back for tlY fc.ther ~ three generations

back for my mother.
I have been interested in obtaining the Prir~ f~ly rccord for ~y years. Thera
is considerable doubt in my mind whether j~U ca.~ establish ~~~ hcritaze back more
than five g~~erations (for tlo); however. I .ash you luck. ~y best rGco~d cn the

Primms is as i'ollCio:ISI
1. Jere.oniah ?ri~ had a ,.;ire nc::ned Rebekah Ha=Gr. Thcy were m~ried Sept-

~ber 2l,~i3a-';--:- T-nrs-Jer~i.::.h ~ s zriidd:Ternmi--.:u-.i:~j;v, uh1.ch tlay be for "i:7illia.-n
or Vlalker, u,ost likely, bec~use cy gr~~dfa.t~er ~;~s n~ed JeTemi~h Vlalicer Pr~.
Jer~ah a.~d rife Rebekah li'fled near Libarty Ch'.l..4Ch ~~ Willl.?r.:son County. It is
kno~ that this Jer~ah visited relatives at ~urfreezboro, Tc~nessee, but the rela-
tionship is not k~~.'m. I"~ is understood, also, that this Jer~iah Pl~~ had a bro-
the!' nC'...iled "GreenQ (spelling unccrt.?in) tha"'" Eoved to \'lest Tel".nessee. During the
1930s I c~~tacted the primms in Decatur County of fiest Tennessee; hovlever, they cv~d

not give ~e ~~y £~ly tree infor~~tion.
2. Charles }.~adison Prirno (Born around 181h and died in octc~er, 1885). He had

a brother n~.cd VC,lO ~ ~~a a s~s~er nazca enny. ~~S ~~~S ~~~~ea ~~D v,ilson.
ns mentioned in the third op0ning paragraph of this lettcr. 1he children of thi~
Charle3 and J~~e ~0re Robert, Lizzie, J~.ddie, John H~0r (in 7,~ose hcme J~~o died),
md JerE::li.1.h \':<2lker Prin:n (171/1842 - 3/:11:/1913), tho latte~ being 'l:'.Y gr3..~f.&lther.

3. Tho ~bove n~ed Jer~~dh 1!2JJ:~r PrL~ ~arricd Szra !.~c?hail1'fuitfic1d, fi~st,
and had t~~~~ri:- g-r=:.:ro-[!i~5i~-=-i9EO--)3;':i..L1.:i..~~J.-eo~r-=-I9 C:i:J.rlcs
~adi8on (1871 - 1930)~ Tenn2ssce rr~~e (1673 - 1957); G~or~c staley {1D76 - 1935}

John H~cr (l8rta - 1961), ~y f.1.thO!', nna t1';



, '

, ~, '

4. ~ry fU~ ~~e is John Lunsford P~. I ~ th~ son of the a~~ve n~od
John H.:i:!lcr ...:-rl.I::::l a...a L~.::.ud ;.'u.lJ.or TJ.'ur:1zr Pn::::J. I W~S born Febru~=y lb g 1910. I
had only O~Q sister, S~a Estolle (3/1B/l911 - 3/17/1956). She di~ not havc any
children. I do not have ~"lY brothers. I ~va only one child, \'1ho 15 listed below.

5. Jor~ Hieserm~ Pri~, (!!/11/19ti8) is the son of the above ~ed John
Lunsford lJU~u ~~. orV4-~Ue ~eSel'~1. e is a soph~ore at the University of
Texa5.

I regret ve~y cruch th~t I have not had time previously to hritc this latter. I
,have considerable information o~ ~ of the indi vidu~s =entioned, p~~icularly

, : on my uncles and ~nts ~"ld th3 goneration of cy gr~dfathe:-. I h~ve ~cle a habit

'of picl-~~Z ~? naQes and addresses fro= variou~ cities i~ diffcrent ztatcs, which
I Ehould like to usa soma tima iar v~iting for co~e ini'o~ation. V]oald ycu like
to ~ve these nar.es?

I hnve contacted various Primms in Dallas, Te:~. They zre there from five differ-
ent states and I ~ unable to fL,d any rel~tioriship; ho»ever, I feel sure that ~e
ore related.

, ,

, Did you knm1 that a Gener2l P~~ of S~in is p:-pbibly ~ rolativeg h~~'g gone to
this country follo-..dng some conflict in Englarld? ? 1

, M~ I suggest that you ~te to Hubert VI. Lacey, 72ho Union Schoolhoufie Road,
Dayton, Ohio. He is r~~ted to thG Pr~. I last heard frow him in 1963.

Ha.ve you ever ,seen the ~edia Research material of thG 193{)s,?

It is vlell lm~.vn that the Tennessee Primos came fr~ Virginia. It is EY guess
'th...t 9Captain James Pri.~ cay have been the father of the first P2.~ed Jerfu:2iah
Primm named in this letter Q1d that the ~tt~~ c~e to Te~esse to seek l1is fo~~-
tune. This Jer~ah o.rned a n~bGr of slavez, so he was a man of ~;e~lth, but he
wasted his substance ~~;QY. so I feel, by CL~rk~ng too heavily. I undarst~,dg also~
tha.t he Vias a cl~;;.el ~ter to his s:laves. I hava me-:; e.,d till{ed to u n~ber of
tha decendents of those slavcs, ~ho have tha u~~al t~?ic~l fi:-5t ~~~3S of the
P~, ~~t did not lea-~ anything of the f~y tr~e fr~ tbe nGgros questionod.

Please let me hear fr~ you relative to the progress that you are making. Also,
whan in D~~, CC::lG to see me.

. ". o. ; Yours very truly,
,.".. ,

., "" , '

" .' .
' . " , ,

John L. Prim:n f

", ' ,

, .,

P. S. Please excuse the ~ppear.1.nce of this letter. I vJill try to do better the
'0 ' next time.

. , . ,
I . I. .

.,.. ,:" '. ' , " ;' . ~ ,- :

.' ... , . '.. . '
. . I

. -- " ,; "

. ,. ,f & . ,; . 1." 0,;' I 1;."
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